
Day 1 - The Islamic World

7.15 Identify and locate the geographical 
features of Southwest Asia and North Africa, 

including: Arabian Peninsula, Arabian Sea, 
Black Sea, Caspian Sea, Euphrates River, 
Mecca, Mediterranean Sea, Persian Gulf, 

Red Sea, Tigris River.



Bellwork – INB 46 New 
Table of Contents

• Title your page – Unit 4 
Table of Contents – The 
Middle East and Islam

• Number that page 46 – 53 
and make your first two 
entries

46. Unit 4 Table of 
Contents

47. Map of The Middle 
East & North Africa



Mastery Objective…
I can locate and identify the major geographic features of the 
Middle East (Southwest Asia).

What are today’s State Standards?
7.15 Identify and locate the geographical features of Southwest Asia and North Africa, including: 
Arabian Peninsula, Arabian Sea, Black Sea, Caspian Sea, Mecca (Makkah), Mediterranean Sea, 
Persian Gulf, Red Sea, and the Tigris & Euphrates Rivers.

Strategies/Activities:
• New Table of Contents 
• Map Activity 
• Thinking Question writing 

task

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class you should 
have a new table of contents set up and 
completed map activity. You will also 
need a completed thinking question 
based on our map activity. 



Map Activity INB 47 
Head your paper The 

Middle East  

• Attach the map to INB page 47 and 
locate and label the following: (use 
textbook pages 100-101 to help you)

– Arabian Peninsula

– North Africa

– Europe

– Arabian Sea

– Black Sea

– Caspian Sea 

– Persian Gulf

– Mecca

– Mediterranean Sea

– Red Sea

– Tigris & Euphrates Rivers 



• Arabian 
Peninsula

• North Africa
• Europe
• Arabian Sea
• Black Sea
• Caspian Sea 
• Persian Gulf
• Mecca
• Mediterranean 

Sea
• Red Sea
• Tigris & 

Euphrates 
Rivers 



Closure – INB 47
under your map

• This is the region 
where the religion 
of Islam began –
based on the map 
what about the 
geography of the 
region may have 
helped Islam 
spread? Answer in 
a brief paragraph. 



Day 2 – The Basics of Islam

7.16 Describe the origins and central features of 
Islam: Key Person(s): Mohammad; Sacred Texts: The 
Quran and The Sunnah; Basic Beliefs: monotheism, 

Five Pillars.



Bellwork  Islamic Civilizations

• Thinking question: On INB 
48 What do you think the 
following three religions 
might have in common?

– Islam

–Christianity

– Judaism (the Jewish faith)



Identify the 
location of the 

Black Sea on the 
map to the left 



Mastery Objective…
I can explain when, where and how Islam emerged and describe 
how it developed.

What are today’s State Standards?
7.16 Describe the origins and central features of Islam: Key Person(s): Mohammad; 
Sacred Texts: The Quran and The Sunnah; Basic Beliefs: monotheism, Five Pillars.

Strategies/Activities:
• Bellwork – Brainstorming
• Guided Reading – Muhammad 

and His Message
• Closure – Summary Writing 

Practice – Five finger Closure

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class you 
should have a completed 
guided reading and five finger 
retell summary. 



Introduction - Anticipation Guide
This is meant to see what you know and what you don’t (I do NOT expect 
you to KNOW all of this)

• Read each 
statement and 
check “A” if you 
agree and “D” if you 
disagree…





The Prophet 
Muhammad and 

His Message
Guided Reading 
with text based 

answers… INB 49  

A Guided Reading is one that asks you questions 
along the way to ensure that you understand the 
material:

1. Preview the question you are being asked 
for each section.

2. Read each section while looking for 
evidence.

3. Answer each question after you read and 
underline or highlight material from the 
text that directly helped you answer the 
question (evidence)



Who was Muhammad? 

• The religion of Islam arose in the Arabian Peninsula in the A.D. 600s. 
Islam grew from the teachings of a man named Muhammad. 
Muhammad was born into a merchant family in Makkah (Mecca) in 
A.D. 570. He was orphaned at the age of five or six. As a teenager, 
Muhammad worked as a caravan leader and eventually became a 
merchant.

• Despite his success, Muhammad was troubled by many things he 
saw around him, including the greed of Makkah's (Mecca’s) wealthy 
citizens. He despised their dishonesty, neglect of the poor, and 
disregard for family life. Seeking guidance, he spent time alone 
praying in a cave outside the city.



Who was Muhammad? 

• Muslim tradition says that in A.D. 610, Muhammad had a vision in 
which a voice called him to preach Islam. Islam means 
"surrendering [to the will of Allah]." In the Arabic language, Allah is 
the word for "God." Three times the voice said, "Recite!" When 
Muhammad asked what he should recite, the voice said:

• "Recite in the name of your Lord Who created, created man from a 
clot of congealed [thickened] blood. Recite: and your Lord is Most 
Generous, Who taught by the pen, taught man what he did not 
know."

• —Quran, Surah 96:1-5



Who was Muhammad? 

• Muhammad returned to Makkah (Mecca) and began preaching. He 
told people that there was only Allah to worship, the one true God. 
He said they must destroy their statues of fake gods.

• Muhammad also preached that people were equal in God's sight, 
and the rich should share their wealth with the poor. Everywhere 
he went, Muhammad preached that God valued good deeds. 
Muhammad urged people to prepare for the Day of Judgment, 
when God would punish evildoers and reward the just.

• Who was Muhammad and what did he preach?



Muhammad’s Opponents

• The first people to become Muslims, or followers of Islam, were 
Muhammad's family members. Slowly, Muhammad won the support of the 
poor, who were attracted to his message of sharing. Most wealthy 
merchants and religious leaders, however, thought Muhammad was trying 
to destroy their authority.

• In A.D. 622, Muhammad and his followers believed Makkah (Mecca) had 
become too dangerous. They moved to Yathrib. Muhammad's departure to 
Yathrib became known as the Hijrah . This Arabic word means "breaking off 
relationships." The year of the Hijrah later became the first year of the 
Muslim calendar. The people of Yathrib accepted Muhammad as God's 
prophet and their ruler. They renamed their city Madinah, which means 
"the city of the prophet.

• Why do you think Makkah's (Mecca’s) merchants and religious leaders 
opposed Muhammad and his message?







The Islamic State

• Muhammad was a skilled political and religious leader. He applied the laws 
he believed God had given him to all areas of life. He used these laws to 
settle disputes among the people. Muhammad also established the 
foundation for an Islamic state. The government of the state used its 
political power to uphold Islam. Muhammad required all Muslims to place 
loyalty to the Islamic state above loyalty to their tribes.

• Muhammad formed an army to protect his new state. In a series of battles, 
Muhammad's soldiers regained Makkah (Mecca) and made it a holy city of 
Islam. The Muslims then began to expand into new areas. When 
Muhammad died in A.D. 632, the entire Arabian Peninsula was part of the 
Islamic state. 

• How did Muhammad manage to make the entire Arabian Peninsula Islamic 
before he died?



Closure – INB 48
A Five Finger Retell 

Summarize what you’ve learned 
today using the Five Finger Retell 
Strategy…

– Pinkie – Character – WHO did we talk about 
today? 

– Ring Finger – Setting- Where did our lesson 
take place? 

– Middle Finger – Problem - What is the main 
event we learned about today?

– Pointer – Events – What were the most 
important things that happened? 

– Ending – How did our lesson end? What 
happened to our main historical person? 



Day 3 – The Basic Beliefs of Islam

7.16 Describe the origins and central features of 
Islam: Key Person(s): Mohammad; Sacred Texts: The 
Quran and The Sunnah; Basic Beliefs: monotheism, 

Five Pillars.



Bellwork – INB 50

• Choose whether 
you believe each 
statement is true 
or false.

• Record the true 
statements in 
chronological order 
on the organizer. 



Mastery Objective
I can describe the basic beliefs of Islam and explain each of the 
Five Pillars of Islam.

What are today’s State Standards?
7.16 Describe the origins and central features of Islam: Key Person(s): Mohammad; 
Sacred Texts: The Quran and The Sunnah; Basic Beliefs: monotheism, Five Pillars.

Strategies/Activities:
• Bellwork – Comprehension Check 
• Reading/Note-taking Strategy –

Explain it to Homer!
• Closure: Matching…

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class you should 
have a completed explain it to Homer 
guide on the Five Pillars of Islam and an 
accurate/complete closure matching 
activity. 





Explain them to 
Homer! 

Major Teachings of Islam:
What do Muslims believe?



Basic Beliefs of Islam

• Belief 1: Muslims believe that God is the creator of all things, 
and that God is all-powerful and all-knowing. God has no 
children, no race, no gender, no body, and is unaffected by 
human life.

• Explain it to Homer! (What would you say so that Homer 
Simpson could understand?)



Basic Beliefs of Islam

• Belief 2: Muslims believe that God revealed holy books to a 
number of God's messengers. These include the Quran (given 
to Muhammad), the Torah (given to Moses), and the Gospel 
(given to Jesus).  Muslims believe that these earlier scriptures 
in their original form were revealed by God, but only the Quran 
remains as it was first revealed to the prophet Muhammad.

• Explain it to Homer! (What would you say so that Homer 
Simpson could understand?)



Basic Beliefs of Islam

• Belief 3: Muslims believe that God's guidance has been revealed to 
humankind through specially appointed messengers, or prophets, 
throughout history, beginning with the first man, Adam, who is 
considered the first prophet. Twenty-five of these prophets are 
mentioned by name in the Quran, including Noah, Abraham, 
Moses, and Jesus. Muslims believe that Muhammad is the last in 
this line of prophets, sent for all humankind with the message of 
Islam.

• Explain it to Homer! (What would you say so that Homer Simpson 
could understand?)



Basic Beliefs of Islam

• Belief 4: Muslims believe that on the Day of Judgment, humans 
will be judged for their actions in this life; those who followed 
God's guidance will be rewarded with paradise; those who 
rejected God's guidance will be punished with hell.

• Explain it to Homer! (What would you say so that Homer 
Simpson could understand?)



Basic Beliefs of Islam

• Belief 5: Muslims believe in God's will. They believe that 
everything is decided by God, so what happens in life is already 
decided. Believers respond to good or bad with thankfulness or 
patience. 

• Explain it to Homer! (What would you say so that Homer 
Simpson could understand?)



Closure –
Match the name of 

the name of the 
Pillar with a 

description. Bonus if 
you can also match 
the Arabic term as 

well. 



Day 4 & 5 – The Expansion of Islam 

7.17 Describe the diffusion of Islam, its culture, 
and the Arabic language.



Bellwork – INB 52 

• Define Caliph 

• Use textbook page 110 to 
help you complete the chart 
you see on the right.

• Challenge – What is the 
connection to last week’s 
lessons on the beginnings of 
Islam?





Mastery Objective…
I can explain how Islam spread throughout the Middle East, Southern 
Europe, and Northern Africa. 

What are today’s State Standards?
7.17 Describe the diffusion of Islam, its culture, and the 
Arabic language.

Strategies/Activities:
• Chart of the First Four Caliphs
• Expansion of Islam DBQ (2 Days) 
• Response to DBQ Question – How did Islam 

and Arabic culture spread so quickly during 
the 7th & 8th Centuries? 

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class you should 
have a completed graphic organizer 
analyzing the documents studied today 
along with a completed response to our 
essential question. 



Essential Question: How did Islam and Arabic culture 
spread so quickly during the 7th & 8th Centuries? 





Essential Question: How did Islam and Arabic culture 
spread so quickly during the 7th & 8th Centuries? 





Essential Question: How did Islam and Arabic culture 
spread so quickly during the 7th & 8th Centuries? 





Essential 
Question: How 
did Islam and 
Arabic culture 

spread so 
quickly during 
the 7th & 8th

Centuries? 





Closure/Assessment  

• Based on the four documents you 
looked at today and yesterday, 
write a paragraph to answer the 
following question: How did Islam 
and Arabic culture spread so quickly 
during the 7th & 8th Centuries? 
• Use the RACE format and make 

sure to include evidence from at 
least two different documents.



Day 6 & 7: The Golden Age of Islam 

7.18 Summarize the contributions of the region’s 
scholars in the areas of: Art, Geography, Literature, 

Mathematics, Medicine, Philosophy, Science.  



Bellwork –
INB 54

create the chart 
you see below & 

use textbook 
pages 108 - 113 

to complete 



Mastery Objective… 
I can summarize the contributions of Muslim scholars to later 
civilizations.

What are today’s State Standards?
7.18 Summarize the contributions of the region’s scholars in the areas of: Art, 
Geography, Literature, Mathematics, Medicine, Philosophy, Science.  

Strategies/Activities:
• Review yesterday’s reading
• The Golden Age of Islam
• Closure – What do you believe is the 

most significant development of the 
Islamic World

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class you 
should have a completed 
annotations on your reading along 
with ALL of your text dependent 
questions completed.



Annotation & Text Dependent Questions

1. Number your paragraphs
2. Preview the questions you will need to answer.
3. Read:

– Circle words that are unfamiliar to you and look for context 
clues… 

– Underline or highlight what you think is important in the 
text.

4. COMMENT on what you highlight…
– Does it make you question something you think?
– Does it surprise you? Why?
– Does it seem super important? Why?
– Does it connect with something else you have learned? 

How?

5. Make sure you have at least ten total annotations 
(comments) for full credit



Text Dependent Questions  - INB 55

1. Why does the author instruct the reader in the first paragraph to “thank a Muslim” ?

2. What is the meaning of the word “classical” in the third line of the article?

3. What support does the article give to the claim that ideas were able to spread freely 
throughout the Muslim world?

4. What reason does the article give for the many varied art forms of early Muslim artisans?

5. What evidence can you find of the Muslim empire’s tolerance of other cultures in this 
article?

6. What elements of modern society are evident in the section Science and Medicine?

7. How does the author support the claim that the largest Islamic contribution came in the 
field of Mathematics?

8. Why does the author choose to include a summary of the article at the end?

9. In what different ways did Islamic civilization spread according to the article?

10. What made the spread of Islamic civilization so efficient and so effective?



The Golden Age of Islam 

• The next time you dab on some perfume, 
drink a cup of coffee, or write down a 
digit between 0-9, thank a Muslim. While 
Europe was groping along through the 
Dark Ages, diverse scholars gathered or 
were summoned to Baghdad's House of 
Wisdom to preserve knowledge of 
classical civilizations and to make 
advances in many academic disciplines 
that are still relevant today. And, that 
was just one of many centers of learning 
established during Islam's Golden Age. 

The Abbasid caliphate (750-1258 CE) oversaw the Golden Age of Islam. Learn about the accomplishments 

of Muslim scholars in art, literature, science, medicine and mathematics during this time. 

The Golden Age of Islam 

 

Islamic manuscripts were written in calligraphy and illuminated 

The next time you dab on some perfume, drink a cup of coffee, or write down a digit between 0-9, thank a 

Muslim. While Europe was groping along through the Dark Ages, diverse scholars gathered or were 

summoned to Baghdad's House of Wisdom to preserve knowledge of classical civilizations and to make 

advances in many academic disciplines that are still relevant today. And, that was just one of many centers 

of learning established during Islam's Golden Age.  

Islam began in the Arabian Peninsula in 610 CE and spread quickly through conquest and conversion, 

whether willing or forced. Within a century, Muslims controlled an empire stretching from Spain to China. 

The Abbasid caliphate gained control in 750 and moved the empire's capitol from Damascus to Baghdad. 

During this dynasty, trade and ideas flowed freely across the empire, which spanned three continents.  

The Abbasids appropriated many of the best ideas from lands they conquered, as well as those of Late 

Antiquity, to form an advanced Islamic culture, with participation and contributions from people of many 

ethnicities and religions. Despite some ethnic conflict, such as the 1066 massacre of Spanish Jews, the Arab 

world promoted both Muslim and non-Muslim scholars who made significant achievements in art and 

literature, science and medicine and mathematics. Islam's Golden Age began with the Abbasid caliphate in 

750 CE and lasted until the Mongol invasion in 1258.  

Arts & Literature 

7th Grade Q1 149

Islamic manuscripts were written in calligraphy 
and illuminated 

1. Why does the author instruct the reader in the first paragraph to “thank a Muslim” ?
2. What is the meaning of the word “classical” in the third line of the article?



The Golden Age of Islam – Paragraph 2

• Islam began in the Arabian Peninsula in 610 
CE and spread quickly through conquest and 
conversion, whether willing or forced. 
Within a century, Muslims controlled an 
empire stretching from Spain to China. The 
Abbasid caliphate gained control in 750 and 
moved the empire's capitol from Damascus 
to Baghdad. During this dynasty, trade and 
ideas flowed freely across the empire, which 
spanned three continents. 



The Golden Age of Islam – Paragraph 3

• The Abbasids appropriated many of the best 
ideas from lands they conquered, as well as 
those of Late Antiquity, to form an advanced 
Islamic culture, with participation and 
contributions from people of many ethnicities 
and religions. Despite some ethnic conflict, such 
as the 1066 massacre of Spanish Jews, the Arab 
world promoted both Muslim and non-Muslim 
scholars who made significant achievements in 
art and literature, science and medicine and 
mathematics. Islam's Golden Age began with 
the Abbasid caliphate in 750 CE and lasted until 
the Mongol invasion in 1258. 

3. What support does the article give to the claim that ideas were able to spread freely throughout the Muslim world?



The Golden Age of Islam – Paragraph 4
Arts & Literature

• Islamic religious tradition discourages the 
depiction of human figures in religious art, so 
Muslim artists developed or adopted many 
unique decorative elements. The art of glass 
blowing was perfected. Miniature paintings 
adorn glass, silver, brass and ivory objects. 
Manuscripts were often written in calligraphy 
and painstakingly illuminated. Royal robes and 
other textiles feature lavish embroidery. But 
The Golden Age of Islam is especially well-
known for architecture, which combines many 
of these other art forms. 

The Dome of the Rock was built in 691 CE 

4. What reason does the article give for the many varied art forms of early Muslim artisans?



The Golden Age of Islam – Paragraph 5
• Islamic buildings of this era borrow domes 

and arches from the Byzantine Empire and 
are adorned with calligraphy, geometric 
designs and arabesques. A good example is 
the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem. Built in 
691 CE on top of Judaism's holiest site, this 
shrine is at once a political statement, a 
religious monument and a display of 
grandeur. Its outer walls were originally 
tiled, as seen in a modern restoration. The 
exterior of the dome was once lead and 
was replaced by varying metals throughout 
time. Today the dome is covered in gold 
leaf. The interior of the dome is decorated 
with mosaics and calligraphy. 

5. What evidence can you find of the Muslim empire’s tolerance of other cultures in this article?





The Golden Age of Islam – Paragraph 6

• The Golden Age also produced many literary 
achievements, beginning with the fifth Abbasid ruler when 
the House of Wisdom opened. After learning the Chinese 
art of papermaking, Islamic scholars tried to gather and 
translate all of the world's knowledge into Arabic, resulting 
in the preservation of many classical works of antiquity 
from China, India and Greece, including Aristotle and Plato. 
Muslim writers also made commentaries, adapted folk 
tales from around the empire and composed original 
literature. The most famous literary achievement from this 
era may be One Thousand and One Nights, known to many 
westerners as The Arabian Nights, which is a collection of 
both original and adapted stories, including Aladdin and 
the magic lamp, Sinbad and Ali-Baba. Libraries and 
bookstores were common in Baghdad, suggesting an 
uncommonly high literacy rate among the public. 

5. What evidence can you find of the Muslim empire’s tolerance of other cultures in this article?



The Golden Age of Islam – Paragraph 7
Science and Medicine

• Scholars at the Islamic learning centers also 
contributed to the scientific world. They dabbled in 
chemistry and alchemy, and excelled in astronomy 
and medicine. They studied ideas from Greece, Iran 
and Persia to improve scientific instruments, such as 
an astrolabe for telling time. They refined earlier 
methods for recording scientific observations, 
leading to accurate calculations for the movements 
of the sun, moon and the five known planets. 
Islamic scholars analyzed Ptolemy's model of the 
universe. They studied eclipses and calculated the 
circumference of the earth. These achievements 
were applied to other disciplines, including 
agriculture, physics and even astrology. 

The Canon of Medicine was used as a 
medical text in Europe for centuries 

6. What elements of modern society are evident in the section Science and Medicine?



The Golden Age of Islam – Paragraph 8

• Pursuing the philosophy that, 'for every disease, 
Allah has given a cure,' Islamic scientists made 
significant achievements in medical practice and 
education, as well as pharmacology. Once again, they 
made extensive study of existing work, and then built 
upon that knowledge with their own experience and 
theory. Especially in Baghdad, but also in other areas 
of the empire, specialists, in fields ranging from 
ophthalmology to dentistry or psychiatry to 
orthopedics, treated injuries and illness. There were 
hospitals with emergency rooms and surgical 
facilities, which paid attention to hygiene and 
sanitary conditions. 

6. What elements of modern society are evident in the section Science and Medicine?



The Golden Age of Islam – Paragraph 9

• They experimented with cardiology and 
neurology. One doctor named Avicenna 
compiled The Canon of Medicine, which 
became Europe's authoritative medical 
textbook for more than 500 years. Physicians 
attended medical school and had to pass 
exams before getting a license to treat 
patients. By the 12th century, pharmacology 
emerged as a separate discipline, with 
achievements as fundamental as mixing 
sweet syrup with bitter medicine and as 
radical as anesthesia. 

Islamic text of Avicenna’s Canon of 
Medicine (1584 – this manuscript)

6. What elements of modern society are evident in the section Science and Medicine?



What jumps 
out to you 
about the 
form of the 
text itself?



The Golden Age of Islam – Paragraph 10

• Despite all of these accomplishments, perhaps the most 
significant Islamic contribution to the West was in 
mathematics. Most of the developed world today writes 
numbers using the digits 0-9. We commonly call them 
Arabic numerals, but they were actually adapted from 
India. An Italian scholar studying in a Muslim library 
encountered the digit system and recognized its significant 
improvement over the Roman numeral system. His 
publication of Arabic numbers in 1202 resulted in their 
widespread acceptance across Europe. An Islamic scholar 
perfected modern algebra, again based on the work of 
ancient scholars. His textbook distinguished algebra as a 
separate discipline and became the defining authority on 
the subject for hundreds of years. Other mathematicians 
pursued geometry and trigonometry. They also used the 
decimal system. 



Closure – INB 54
underneath your Bellwork 

• Of the advances Muslim scholars and artisans 
made CHOOSE one area or invention where 
scholars made the MOST significant contribution.

• Write a paragraph where you -

– Restate the question 

– Name the contribution

– Give examples or evidence from the text to 
support your choice 

– Explain WHY you believe YOUR choice is the 
MOST significant. 



Day 8: Muslim Life & Trade

7.20 Analyze the development of trade routes 
throughout Asia, Africa, and Europe and the 

expanding role of merchants.



Bellwork – INB 56 

• Define:

– Caravan

– Mosque

– Bazaar

• Challenge: Use all 
three terms in a logical 
sentence (or two if 
needed)

• Use textbook page 104 
& 116 to help you



Mastery Objective…
I can describe how people lived and traded in the Islamic world and 
explain the role merchants played in Islamic society.

What are today’s State Standards?
7.20 Analyze the development of trade routes throughout Asia, Africa, and Europe 
and the expanding role of merchants.

Strategies/Activities:
• New Vocabulary
• Map Analysis
• Text to Notes  
• Closure – What role did merchants 

play in Islamic Society?

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class you 
should have a completed text to 
notes organizer and a completed 
RACE closure. 



Map Analysis

• What year is shown on the map? How 
does that relate to the story of Islam? 

• What are three cities that are easy to 
reach by trade routes from Mecca?

• What are two empires shown 
bordering Arabia?

• What are four areas outside the 
boundaries of this map that trade 
routes go to?

• Based on the map and the quote why 
was Mecca such a trade center for 
the Arabian Peninsula?





Text to Notes Strategy – INB Page 57
this page will be glued or stapled in…

• Staple in your reading to INB page 57:

–Preview the guiding questions.

–Highlight the material that will help you respond to the 
guiding questions.

– Take short paraphrased bullet point notes in response to the 
guiding questions – be sure your notes are complete 
thoughts but NOT complete sentences.

Life in the Islamic World



How did people live and trade in the Islamic world?

• Muslim merchants controlled trade in much of 
Asia and Africa from the A.D. 700s until the 
1400s. Their caravans traveled from Egypt and 
Mesopotamia to China. Their ships sailed the 
Indian Ocean to East Africa, India, and 
Southeast Asia. Muslim traders set out on their 
journeys with spices, cloth, glass, and carpets 
from their homelands. They traded these items 
for rubies from India, silk from China, and 
spices from Southeast Asia. They also traded 
for gold, ivory, and enslaved people from 
Africa. In addition, Muslim merchants sold 
crops such as sugar, rice, oranges, cherries, and 
cotton.



How did people live and trade in the Islamic world?

• Who controlled trade in Asia 
and Africa?

• How did they trade with 
different regions?

• What items did they offer for 
trade?

• What were they trading FOR?
Guiding Questions



Why Were Muslim Traders Successful?

• Muslim trade flourished for several reasons. Muslims spread the 
religion of Islam along with the Arabic language. As a result, Arabic 
became the language of business and trade in much of Asia and 
Africa. Muslim rulers also helped traders by providing them with 
coins to use for buying and selling goods. This was an easier trading 
method than bartering for goods.

• Muslim merchants kept detailed records of their business dealings 
and their earnings. In time, these practices created a new 
industry—banking. Muslims respected merchants for their business 
skills and the wealth they created.

What are three reasons that Muslim traders were so successful?



Muslim Cities and Farms

• What is one effect of increased 
trade? 

• What role did Muslim cities play in 
society?

• What role did a mosque play in the 
life of a city?

• What role did the bazaar play?

• How was life different on farms in 
the Islamic world?

Guiding Questions



Muslim Cities and Farms
• Increased trade led to the growth of cities throughout the 

Islamic world. Makkah, Baghdad, Cairo, and Damascus 
were located on major trade routes. Muslim cities, 
however, were more than places of trade. They also 
became centers of government, education, and culture.

• Muslim cities generally had narrow streets separating 
closely packed buildings. The main buildings were 
mosques and palaces. Mosques are Muslim houses of 
worship. They also served as schools, courts, and centers 
of learning.

• Another important feature of every Muslim city was the 
bazaar, or marketplace. Like shopping malls today, bazaars 
were full of shops and stalls where goods were sold. They 
were often covered to protect merchants and customers 
from the scorching sun. Nearby inns provided travelers a 
place to eat and rest.



Muslim Cities and Farms

• Despite the importance of cities, most Muslims, however, lived in 
villages and farmed the land. The dry climate and the lack of 
rainfall, however, made farming difficult. Muslim farmers relied on 
irrigation to water their crops. They raised wheat, rice, beans, 
cucumbers, and melons in their fields. They planted orchards that 
provided almonds, apricots, figs, and olives. Farmers also grew 
flowers for use in perfume.

• Some Muslim villagers owned small farms. Most of the productive 
land, however, was owned by wealthy landowners. They had large 
estates and hired farmers from nearby villages or used enslaved 
people to farm the land.

How was life different on farms in the Islamic world?



How was Muslim Society 
Organized?

• How was Muslim society divided?

• What was slavery like in Muslim 
society?

• What were common roles for 
men?

• What were common roles for 
women? 

Guiding Questions



How was Muslim Society 
Organized?

• People in the Muslim world were divided into social 
groups based on their power and wealth. 
Government leaders, landowners, and wealthy 
merchants held the greatest power. Below them were 
artisans, farmers, and workers. Enslaved people held 
no power.

• As in other civilizations, slavery was common in 
Muslim lands. Many enslaved people were prisoners 
of war. Although they faced hardships, enslaved 
people had some rights under Islamic law. For 
example, mothers and young children could not be 
separated, and enslaved people could buy their 
freedom.

• Men and women had separate roles in the Muslim 
world. Men were in charge of government, society, 
and business. Women managed their families and 
households. Women were also allowed to own 
property, invest in trade, and
inherit wealth. Some upper-class women received an 
education and contributed to the arts.



Closure/Assessment –
INB 56 under bellwork

• Based on the map and the text to 
notes activity, write a paragraph to 
answer the following question: 
What kind of role did Muslim 
merchants play in Islamic Society? 

• Use the RACE format and make 
sure to include evidence.



Day 9: Mehmed II & The Fall of 
Constantinople

7.19 Explain the importance of Mehmed II the 
Conqueror, the fall of Constantinople, and the 

establishment of the Ottoman Empire.



Bellwork –
INB 58



Mastery Objective…
I can identify Mehmed II and the Ottomans and explain WHY the Fall of 
Constantinople was important. 

What are today’s State Standards?
7.19 Explain the importance of Mehmed II the Conqueror, the fall of 
Constantinople, and the establishment of the Ottoman Empire.

Strategies/Activities:
• Image Analysis 
• Sentence Strip Notes 
• Primary Source Reading & Questions
• Closure/Project Worktime – Biopoem

Mehmed II

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class you 
should have a completed sentence 
strip notes and Primary Source 
Reading Questions along with a 
rough draft of your Biopoem.



The Ottomans – INB Page 59

Why did the Turks call themselves the 
Ottomans?

Who did the Ottomans conquer? 
When?

Where did they go after that?

What is an Ottoman leader called? 

What was the official religion of the 
Ottoman Empire?

How did they treat people of other 
religions? 

How were Suleiman & Mehmed II 
different as rulers? 

You will PARAPHRASE your 
responses to the guiding questions 
here – complete thoughts!



The Ottomans

• During the late 1200s, Turkish clans settled part of Asia 
Minor. They called themselves Ottoman Turks, after their 
leader named Osman. The Ottomans conquered much of 
the Byzantine Empire. In 1453, the Ottoman ruler Mehmet 
II, known as "the Conqueror," seized the Byzantine capital, 
Constantinople. The Ottomans renamed the city Istanbul 
and made it their capital.

• The Ottomans then pushed into southeastern Europe, 
Southwest Asia, and North Africa. The Ottomans 
controlled much of the Mediterranean region until the late 
1500s.

• The Ottoman leader was called a sultan, like the leader of 
the Seljuks. The most famous Ottoman sultan was 
Suleiman I. He ruled during the 1500s. He was called "The 
Lawgiver" because he organized Ottoman laws. Suleiman 
also built many schools and mosques throughout the 
empire.



The Ottomans

• Because their empire was so large, the Ottomans 
ruled many peoples who practiced many religions. 
Islam was the empire's official religion, and 
Muslims enjoyed special privileges. The 
government passed different laws for non-
Muslims. For example, non-Muslims had to pay a 
special tax. In return, they were free to practice 
their religion.

• After Suleiman, the Ottoman Empire began to 
break down. It lost lands to the Europeans. Local 
rulers and conquered people broke away. The 
empire finally crumbled in the early 1900s.



INB 58 Closure 

ON this page you should create your rough 
draft for you biopoem project on Mehmed II

see your project guidelines


