
Unit 2
Medieval Japan 



Unit 2 – Japan & Southeast Asia
300 to 1300 a.d.

• 7.01 Identify and locate the geographical features of East Asia, including: China, Gobi Desert, 
Himalayan Mountains, Japan, Korean Peninsula, Pacific Ocean, Plateau of Tibet, Sea of Japan 
(East Sea), Yangtze River, Yellow River.

• 7.08 Describe the origins and central features of Shintoism: Key Person(s): None; Sacred Texts: 
No sacred text; Basic Beliefs: localized tradition that focuses on ritual practices that are 
carried out with discipline to maintain connections with ancient past; animism and Kami.

• 7.09 Explain how Japanese culture changed through Chinese and Korean influences (including 
Buddhism and Confucianism) as shown in the Constitution of Prince Shotoku and the 
adoption of the Chinese writing system.

• 7.10 Describe how the Heian aristocracy contributed to the development of a Japanese 
national culture.

• 7.11 Analyze the rise of a military society in the late 12th century and the role of the shogun 
and samurai in Japanese society.



Unit 2 Table of Contents – Japan
1. On INB 22 – create a NEW 

table of Contents titled 
“Unit 2 – Medieval Japan 
A.D. 300 – 1300) ” and 
number that page 22-33

2. Number your next INB 
pages through 33 – make 
sure even numbered pages 
are on the left and odd 
numbered pages are on 
the right….
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Mastery Objective: 
I can explain how geography affected the development of 
Japan.

What are today’s State Objectives?
7.01 Identify and locate the geographical features of East Asia, including: China, Gobi Desert, 
Himalayan Mountains, Japan, Korean Peninsula, Pacific Ocean, Plateau of Tibet, Sea of Japan 
(East Sea), Yangtze River, Yellow River.

Strategies/Activities:
• Bellwork – Map of Japan
• Reading/Note-taking Strategy –

Newsela article and text 
dependent questions

• Point of view writing task. 

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class you should 
have a completed map and fully 
annotated article and question responses. 
You should also have a completed 
paragraph explaining how geography has 
affected Japan.  



Classwork –
Japan’s Geography

1. Number your paragraphs
2. Look for evidence that Japan’s history has 

been affected by their geography while you 
read (you will need this evidence in your 
closure) 

3. Annotate the evidence when you find it 
explaining with a comment HOW this 
evidence shows an effect – positive or 
negative and how.

4. Answer the text dependent questions that 
will be on the board ON your INB page 23
(complete sentences) 

5. Attach the reading to your INB page 23 when 
you are finished.  



Text Dependent Questions – Japanese Geography
in complete sentences on INB 23 – your article will be 

stapled on top of your answers…
1. What is Japan’s actual name? Where does it come 

from and what does it mean?
2. Describe the basic geography of Japan.
3. What is the “Ring of Fire” and what does it mean for 

Japan?
4. What is the most predominant geographical form in 

Japan and what effect has this had?
5. How many different groups have had contact with 

Japan over the centuries? What effect has this had? 













Closure: INB 23
underneath your article

• Cause and Effect: How has 
geography made Japan a 
difficult place to live at times? 

– Use the RACE strategy to 
address the prompt: Restate the 
question, Answer the question, 
cite your evidence, explain how 
your evidence and answer 
connect.



Bellwork – INB 24
complete sentences please 

• Comprehension Check:
– Where did the name 

“Japan” come from?

– What are the four main 
islands?

– How did geography 
affect the way Japan 
developed?

Based on yesterday’s lesson – do you remember?



Mastery Objective: 
I can trace the early history of Japan from prehistory 
to the Nara Period. 

What are today’s State Objectives?
Today’s lesson doesn’t address a specific standard but rather gives you the background 
knowledge to understand the upcoming  standards 7.09 and 7.10

Strategies/Activities:
• Bellwork – Comprehension check
• Reading/Note-taking Strategy – Text to 

Notes (2 days)
• Timeline tracing the early history of 

Japan & summary

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class you 
should have a completed text to 
notes handout along with a 
completed timeline of the early 
history of Japan…



Introduction to Japan – INB Page 25
this page will be stapled in…make sure I can see both sides

• Staple in your reading to INB page 25:
– Highlight what you think is “note-worthy” from 

the reading  _______

– Take bullet point notes about what you felt was 
note-worthy in your own words on the right.

– Make sure your notes are brief BUT include enough 
information that they make sense (complete thoughts)

Text to Notes Reading Strategy



Geography and Settlement
• Japan lies to the east of Korea and China. Japan is an archipelago, or a chain of 

islands, that runs north to south in the Pacific Ocean. For centuries, most 
Japanese have lived on the four largest islands: Hokkaido, Honshu, Shikoku, and 
Kyushu.

• The islands of Japan are actually the tops of mountains that rise from the ocean 
floor. Earthquakes occur in Japan due to its position along an unstable part of the 
earth's crust. Because of the mountains, only a small amount of Japan's land can 
be farmed. Local armies have fought over this limited land for centuries.

• Many Japanese turned to the sea to make a living. They built villages along the 
coast and fished. The Japanese also traveled by ship among their many islands. 
Still, the seas around Japan kept the Japanese isolated, or separated, from the rest 
of Asia. As a result, Japan developed a strongly independent civilization.



Geography and Settlement
use these questions to guide your notes

• Where have most Japanese 
usually lived?

• What kind of geographic 
feature are Japan’s islands?

• What have most Japanese 
people usually done for a 
living?

• What is one effect of Japan’s 
geography?



Geography and Settlement



The First Settlers
• The first people to settle in Japan probably came 

from northeastern Asia around 20,000 years ago. 
About 300 B.C., a new group of people, the Yayoi 
brought farming to Japan and were the ancestors 
of the Japanese. They made pottery and grew rice 
and were skilled metalworkers. By A.D. 300, the 
Yayoi had organized themselves into clans, each 
headed by warrior chiefs. The clan's warrior chiefs 
protected the people.



The First Settlers 
use these questions to guide your notes

• Where did the first people 
in Japan come from 
originally? When?

• When did the Yayoi come 
to Japan?

• What did the Yayoi do for 
Japan?

• How did the Yayoi organize 
their society?



The Yamato
• During the A.D. 500s, a clan called the Yamato ruled 

most of Japan. Other clans had to give their loyalty 
to the Yamato chief. Yamato chiefs claimed that 
they were descended from a sun goddess who sent 
her grandson to rule over the people of Japan. 
Japanese legend states that a Yamato leader 
named Jimmu was the great-grandson of this 
goddess. This gave him the right to rule Japan. 
Jimmu took the title "emperor of heaven" and 
became the first emperor of Japan. 



The Yamato
use these questions to guide your notes

• What role did the 
Yamato have in 
Japanese society?

• Who became the first 
emperor of Japan? 

• Why did this person 
claim he SHOULD be the 
ruler?



Miyo Taihei, Jimmu Tenno 御世太平 神武
天皇 (Peaceful Reign, Emperor Jimmu)



Prince Shotoku
• About A.D. 600, a Yamato prince named Shotoku ruled Japan on behalf of his aunt. He 

wanted to give Japan a strong, well-organized government, so Shotoku created a 
constitution, or a plan of government. Shotoku's constitution stated that the emperor 
was an all-powerful ruler. The Japanese were expected to obey him. Specific rules in the 
constitution, based on the ideas of Confucius, stated how they should perform their 
duties.

• Shotoku admired Chinese civilization and wanted the Japanese to learn from it. Officials 
and students studied Buddhism, as well as Chinese art, philosophy, and medicine.

• After Shotoku's death, officials continued to use China as a model for Japan. In A.D. 646, 
the Yamato began the Taika, or Great Change. Japan was divided into districts ruled by 
officials who reported to the emperor. All farmland was placed under the emperor's 
control. Clan leaders could oversee the farmers' work, but government officials now 
collected taxes. The Taika reforms created Japan's first strong central government.



Prince Shotoku
use these questions to guide your notes

• Who was Prince Shotoku?
• What did he DO for Japan? 
• What major ideas were included in his 

constitution?
• How did Shotoku feel about China?
• What parts of Chinese society were 

seen in Japan?
• What was the Taika? 
• What did it DO?



The Nara Period
• In the early A.D. 700s, Japanese emperors built a new capital city called 

Nara. It had broad streets, large public squares, Buddhist temples, and 
Shinto shrines. Nobles' families lived in large, Chinese-style homes. During 
the Nara period, the Japanese emperors ranked government officials into 
a hierarchy. However, they did not follow the Chinese practice of using 
examinations to hire officials. Instead, the emperor gave positions to 
nobles from powerful families. In return for their services, these officials 
received large farms. The emperor's control of the land gave him 
great power.

• Buddhist teachings had reached Japan from Korea in the A.D. 500s. During 
the Nara period, Buddhism became powerful in Japan. In A.D. 770, a 
Buddhist monk tried to seize the throne. Shaken, the emperor decided to 
leave Nara for a new capital.



The Nara Period
use these questions to guide your notes

• When was the Nara period? 
• Why is this period called the 

Nara period?
• How was the Nara period 

influenced by the Chinese?
• How was the Nara period 

different from Chinese 
society?

• When did Buddhism come 
to Japan? 



World History Closure – INB 24
• Create a timeline to explain what you have learned 

about how Japan developed up to the Nara period. 
• Your timeline must have at least 5 entries  from the 

following time periods:
– 20,000 years ago, 300’s b.c., 500’s a.d., 600’s a.d., 700’s a.d.

• When you have completed your timeline USE IT TO 
CREATE A SUMMARY of the early history of Japan…

• Extra credit: Add an image to represent each time 
period.



Closure Example

20,000 years 
ago 1st

people came 
to Japan

700s a.d. -300s b.c. - 600s a.d. -500s a.d. -



World History Bellwork – INB 26
• Record the following proverb 

AND write a sentence or two 
about what you think it means. 
What things do you think are 
important to someone who 
thinks this way?

• Even in one single leaf on a 
tree, or in one blade of grass, 
the awesome deity (god) 
presents itself.



Mastery Objective: 
I can explain the differences between the Japanese practices of Shinto and Zen 
Buddhism and Confucianism and describe how each is seen in Japanese life.

What are today’s State Objectives?
7.08 Describe the origins and central features of Shintoism

Strategies/Activities:
• Bellwork – A Shinto Proverb 
• Reading/Note-taking Strategy –

Newsela Article & Graphic Organizer
• RACE closure – How have these three 

philosophies affected the culture of 
Japan?

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class you should 
have a completed graphic organizer along 
with a completed closure question 
explaining how each of these 
philosophies affect Japanese culture. 



Shinto, Zen Buddhism, & Confucianism
I can explain the differences between the Japanese practices of Shinto and Zen 

Buddhism and describe how each is seen in Japanese life.

Shinto Zen Buddhism Confucianism

Create this graphic 
organizer on INB 27 
• Include title and 

objective 
• Set up your chart in 

“landscape 
orientation”

• Use the WHOLE PAGE



Shinto, Zen Buddhism, & Confucianism
I can explain the differences between the Japanese practices of Shinto and Zen 

Buddhism and describe how each is seen in Japanese life.

Shinto Zen Buddhism Confucianism

1. What does 
“Shinto” 
mean? 

2. What are the 
basic beliefs of 
Shinto?







Shinto, Zen Buddhism, & Confucianism
I can explain the differences between the Japanese practices of Shinto and Zen 

Buddhism and describe how each is seen in Japanese life.

Shinto Zen Buddhism Confucianism

1. What happened when 
Buddhism came to 
Japan? 

2. How is Buddhism 
different from Shinto?

3. How have ideas from 
Buddhism influenced 
Japanese thought?







Shinto, Zen Buddhism, & Confucianism
I can explain the differences between the Japanese practices of Shinto and Zen 

Buddhism and describe how each is seen in Japanese life.

Shinto Zen Buddhism Confucianism

1. Where did Confucianism 
come from?

2. When did Confucianism 
come to Japan? 

3. What areas of life did 
Confucianism affect?

4. What was Confucianism’s 
status during the 
Tokagawa period





World History Closure 
– INB 26

Respond to the following prompt using 
the RACE strategy:

How have the different philosophies of 
Shinto, Zen Buddhism, and 
Confucianism affected Japanese 
culture?



Bellwork  - INB 28

1. Copy down the 
five relationships 
of Confucianism 
you see to the 
right .

2. Which of the five 
relationships do 
YOU think is 
most important 
and WHY?



Mastery Objective:
I can identify aspects of Chinese culture in the Constitution of Prince 
Shotoku that were adopted in Japan.

What are today’s State Objectives?
7.09 Explain how Japanese culture changed through Chinese and Korean influences (including 
Buddhism and Confucianism) as shown in the Constitution of Prince Shotoku and the adoption of 
the Chinese writing system.

Strategies/Activities:
• BW – Five relationships of Confucius
• Document Analysis– Shotoko’s

Constitution
• RACE closure – How do we see 

Chinese culture and Confucianism 
influencing Japanese government and 
society?

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class you should 
have a completed set of document based 
questions and completed RACE closure 
explaining the influences of China’s 
culture on Japan.



Section 1: 
Explain how this section relates to the ideas of Confucianism

• I. Harmony is to be valued, and an avoidance of opposition is 
to be honored. All men are influenced by class-feelings, and 
there are few who are intelligent. Hence there are some 
who disobey their lords and fathers, or who maintain feuds 
with the neighboring villages. But when those people who 
are above others are harmonious and those who are below 
them are friendly, and there is agreement in the discussion 
of business, the right views of things automatically gain 
acceptance. Then what is there which cannot be 
accomplished!



Section 3:
What is the role of the ruler in Japan?  What is the 

relationship between the ruler and the people?

• III. When you receive your rulers commands, fail not to obey 
them. The lord is Heaven, the subject is Earth. Heaven 
spreads over all, and Earth keeps its place under heaven. 
When this is so, the four seasons follow their due course, 
and the powers of Nature unfold as they should. If the Earth 
attempted to spread over heaven, Heaven would simply fall 
in ruin. Therefore is it that when the lord speaks, the vassal 
listens; when the superior acts, the inferior obeys. 
Consequently when you receive the Imperial commands, do 
not fail to carry them out! If you do not follow this advice 
ruin is the natural consequence.



Section 4: 
Explain how this section relates to the ideas of Confucianism

• IV. The Ministers and officials should make correct 
behavior their leading principle, for the leading 
principle of the government of the people consists in 
correct behavior. If the superiors do not behave with 
honor and correctness, the inferiors are disorderly: if 
inferiors do not have proper behavior, there must 
necessarily be offences. Therefore it is that when lord 
and vassal behave properly, the differences of rank are 
not confused: when the people behave properly, the 
Government of the Commonwealth is successful.



Section 7: 
Based on this section, do you think the Japanese might adopt the 

civil service exams used in China?  Why or why not?

• VII. Let every man keep to his own responsibilities, and 
not let his duties be confused with others. When wise 
men are entrusted with government office, the sound 
of praise arises. If untrustworthy men hold office, 
disasters are multiplied. In this world, few are born 
with knowledge: wisdom is the product of hard work. 
In all things, whether great or small, find the right man, 
and they will surely be well managed. In this way will 
the State be lasting and the Temples of the Earth and of 
Grain will be free from danger. 



World History Closure 
– INB 28

Respond to the following prompt 
using the RACE strategy:

Give two examples (with evidence!) 
of Confucian ideas in the 
Constitution of Prince Shotoku.



World History Bellwork – INB 30
use textbook pages 224-226 to help you

1. Define the following 
terms on INB page 
30:
– Regent
– Samurai
– Bushido
– Shogun

2. Challenge: Create 
one sentence that 
includes all four 
terms.



Mastery Objective:
I can explain how Japan was ruled during the Heian Period. 

What are today’s State Standards?
7.10 Describe how the Heian aristocracy contributed to the development of a Japanese national culture.
7.11 Analyze the rise of a military society in the late 12th century and the role of the shogun and samurai in 
Japanese society.

Strategies/Activities:
• BW – TN Ready Practice
• Guided Reading – The Samurai and 

Shoguns
• Graphic Organizer on the government 

of Japan in the Heian Period.

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class you 
should have a completed guided 
reading and chart on the 
government of Japan during the 
Heian period. 



Nobles Rise to Power
• In A.D. 794, the emperor of Japan moved the capital from Nara to a new city called Heian-kyo. 

This city later became known as Kyoto. The city of Heian-kyo looked much like a major 
Chinese city.

• During the A.D. 800s, emperors continued to rule Japan, but their power greatly weakened. 
Why did this happen? After a period of strong emperors, a number of weak emperors came 
to the throne. Court officials known as regents governed for them. A regent is a person who 
rules for an emperor who is too young or too sick to govern.

• The regents handled the city's day-to-day government, leaving the Japanese emperors to turn 
to learning and the arts. Emperors studied Buddhism or wrote poetry in their palace at Heian-
kyo.

• At the same time, other nobles took control in the outlying provinces of Japan. The 
government gave these nobles land in return for their support. It also let them stop paying 
taxes. It made the nobles responsible for governing the lands under their control. To pay for 
the local government, the nobles increased the taxes on the farmers working the land.



Nobles Rise to Power

• Why do you think this time period is called the 
Heian period? 
– I think this time period is called the Heian period 

because… 

– Who was really in charge of the government 
during this time period?

– The government during this time period was …



The Samurai and Their Code
• The nobles gave land to warriors who agreed to fight for them. These warriors became known as samurai. In battle, 

samurai fought on horseback with swords, daggers, and bows and arrows. They wore armor made of leather or steel 
scales and helmets with horns or crests.

• A few Japanese women were outstanding warriors. Perhaps the most famous was Tomoe. She fought in the A.D.
1100s during a time of civil war in Japan. One account from the A.D. 1200s describes her:

• "She was a fearless rider whom neither the fiercest horse nor the roughest ground could dismay, and so dexterously 
[skillfully] did she handle sword and bow that she was a match for a thousand warriors and fit to meet either god or 
devil. . . . and so in this last fight, when all the others had been slain or had fled, among the last seven there rode 
Tomoe."

• —from Heike Monogatori (The Tale of Heike)

• The word samurai means "to serve." The samurai lived by a strict code of conduct. This code was called Bushido, or 
"the way of the warrior." It demanded that a samurai be loyal to his master. The samurai must also be brave and 
honorable. Samurai were not supposed to be concerned about riches. They viewed merchants as lacking in honor.

• Bound to these principles, a samurai would rather die in battle than betray his master. He also did not want to suffer 
the disgrace of being captured in battle. The sense of loyalty that set apart the samurai lasted into modern times. 
During World War II, many Japanese soldiers fought to the death rather than accept defeat or capture. The Japanese 
have since turned away from the beliefs of the samurai.



The Samurai and Their Code

• Who were the Samurai? 
– The Samurai were …

• Why was “Bushido” important to the 
Samurai? 
–Bushido was important to the Samurai 

because …



Shoguns Assume Power
• By the early 1100s, a period similar to the Middle Ages in Europe, noble families of 

Japan used their samurai armies to fight one another. They fought over land and to 
gain control of the emperor. In 1180, a civil war broke out between the two most 
powerful families: the Taira and the Minamoto. In a sea battle in 1185, the Taira were 
defeated. The commander of the Minamoto forces was Minamoto Yoritomo.

• After Yoritomo won the civil war, the emperor feared that the Minamoto family would 
take the throne. To avoid this, he decided to reward Yoritomo to keep him loyal. In 
1192, he gave Yoritomo the title of shogun, or commander of the military forces.

• This created two governments in Japan. The emperor remained in his palace at Heian-
kyo with his advisers. He was Japan's official leader. Meanwhile, the shogun set up his 
own government in the small seaside town of Kamakura. This military government was 
known as a shogunate. For about the next 700 years, shoguns ran Japan's government.



Shoguns Assume Power

• What is a “Shogun”?

–A Shogun is ….

• Why was the Shogunate created?

–The Shogunate was created 
because…. 



Mongol Attacks
• In the late 1200s, Japan was twice invaded by China's 

Mongol emperor. During both attempts, violent storms 
called typhoons destroyed many ships. The Mongols 
who made it to shore were defeated by the Japanese.

• The victorious Japanese named the typhoons kamikaze, 
or "divine wind," in honor of the spirits they believed 
had saved their islands. During World War II, Japanese 
pilots deliberately crashed their planes into enemy 
ships. They were named kamikaze pilots after the 
typhoons of the 1200s.



Mongol Attacks

• Why did the Mongol invasions of Japan 
fail during the 1200s?

–The Mongol invasions of Japan failed during 
the 1200s because…

• What does “kamikaze” mean? 

– “Kamikaze” means…



World History Closure: INB 30
create and complete the chart you see below underneath your bellwork

Emperor Shogun

Government of Japan 
In Heian Period

• ______________________

• ______________________

• ______________________

• ______________________

• ______________________

• ______________________

You must include at least three key details about each –but you may have more if you like

Extra Credit if you 
can create an image 

to represent each 
side



Bellwork – INB 32
INB 32 - Source: Catharina Blomberg, The Heart of a Warrior: Origins and Religious Background of the 
Samurai System in Feudal Japan, Curzon Press, 1994. 

1. Use your textbook page 226 to DEFINE the term feudalism: 

2. Read the following text and respond to the question below:

Loyalty towards the feudal lord in Japan was hereditary…. Service of a feudal lord went from father to son, 
so that the relations of lord and samurai existed between many families for generations. This arrangement 
was at the same time a voluntary one, in that there was no legal agreement between the two parties. 

It became common to speak of the samurai’s allegiance to his lord as lasting the length of three lives … his 
past existence, his present one, and the next life….The life of the samurai was not his own but rather 
belonged entirely to his lord, and it was the duty of a samurai to consider this at all times. Not only the life 
of a samurai was at the disposal of his feudal lord, but also those of the samurai’s wife and children…

Question: What evidence does the document give that there was a strong bond between the lord and the 
samurai? 



Mastery Objective: 
I can describe the social hierarchy of the Japanese 
feudal system of the Heian Period. 

What are today’s State Objectives?
7.11 Analyze the rise of a military society in the late 12th century and the role of the 
shogun and samurai in Japanese society.

Strategies/Activities:
• Bellwork – Secondary source analysis
• Reading/Note-taking Strategy – Common Lit 

Reading – locating evidence
• In feudal Japan what makes you who you 

are? Does your social status or the amount 
of money you have influence the person
you are?

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class you should 
have a completed set of notes about early 
Japanese history and a completed closure 
based on Prince Shotoku’s constitution.



A Divided Japan- Background
• The Kamakura shogunate ruled Japan until 1333. At that time, a general named Ashikaga resisted 

the emperor and made himself shogun. A new government, the Ashikaga shogunate, began.

• The Ashikaga shoguns turned out to be weak leaders. Uprisings swept Japan. The country soon 
divided into a number of small territories. These areas were headed by powerful military lords 
known as daimyo .

• The daimyo pledged to obey the emperor and the shogun. Still, they governed their lands as if they 
were independent states. To guard their lands, the daimyo used samurai warriors. They formed 
their own local armies.

• Many samurai became vassals of a daimyo. These samurai gave an oath of loyalty to their daimyo 
and pledged to serve him in battle. In return, each daimyo gave land to his samurai. This bond of 
loyalty between a lord and a vassal is known as feudalism. A similar form of feudalism existed in 
Europe between the fall of the Western Roman Empire and the early modern period.

• With the collapse of central government, warriors battled one another throughout Japan. The 
violence finally ended the Ashikaga shogunate in 1567. By that time, only a few powerful daimyo 
were left. Each of these daimyo was eager to conquer his rivals—and rule all of Japan.



Classwork – Partners (INB 33) 
• Number your paragraphs.

• Read the passage aloud with your partners 
and look for/highlight any evidence that 
names the different GROUPS in society and 
what each group DOES.

• Write the NAME of each group you discover 
on a separate index card… (wait for 
instructions for what to do with your cards)

• Before our closure we will also complete 4 
text dependent questions that I will collect 
as a quiz score.









On the blank page underneath your reading (INB 
33) create an IMAGE to represent the social 

structure of feudal Japan. 
There is no ONE way to do this – as long as the 

right groups are placed at the right level you are 
free to be as creative as you would like…

Fill the bottom half of the page







Closure – INB 32 
underneath your Bellwork 

• In the context of the story, what makes 
you who you are? Does your social 
status or the amount of money you have 
influence the person you are? If so, how. 
Cite evidence from the text as you 
respond to both parts of the question in 
paragraph form. 

• Bonus opportunity: Which of the groups 
discussed today would YOU have 
preferred to belong to during feudal 
Japan and why?



World History Bellwork – INB 34
study the images you see below and write a statement to complete the following… 

Based on the art I see I think Japanese society valued _________ because __________



Mastery Objective:

I can describe the different art forms that developed in feudal 
Japan.

What are today’s State Standards
7.10 Describe how the Heian aristocracy contributed to the development of a Japanese 
national culture.

Strategies/Activities:
• Image Analysis 
• Reading with Integrated 

Graphic Organizers
• Race Response - What was 

China’s influence on Japan?

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class you 
should have a completed reading 
with integrated graphic organizers 
AND a completed closure. 



Religion and the Arts– INB 35
Strategy: Using Graphic Organizers within Text 

1. Decide what information is important enough 
to include on your graphic organizer and 
highlight. ______

2. Paraphrase that information on your graphic 
organizer.



Religion and the Arts under the Shogun

• During the time of the shoguns, religion and the 
arts flourished in Japan. Many Japanese monks, 
artists, scribes, and traders visited China. This led 
to a borrowing of ideas and practices. Much of this 
borrowing from the Chinese exchange affected 
Japan in the areas of government and philosophy. 
The Chinese also influenced Japan's art, literature, 
science, and religion.



Writing & Literature
• During the A.D. 500s, the Japanese adopted China's writing system. They used 

Chinese picture characters that represented whole words. The Japanese and 
Chinese languages were very different, so the Japanese found it difficult to use 
these characters. Then, in the A.D. 800s, they added symbols that stood for 
sounds, much like the letters of an alphabet. Reading and writing became much 
easier.

• The Japanese greatly admired calligraphy, or the art of writing beautifully. Every 
well-educated person was expected to practice it. Handwriting was believed to 
reveal much about a person's education, social standing, and character.

• Under the shoguns, the Japanese wrote poems, stories, and plays. By the 1600s, 
a form of poetry called haiku had emerged. A haiku consists of 3 lines of words 
with a total of 17 syllables. Haiku usually expresses a mood or feeling. The most 
noted writer of haiku was a man of samurai descent. 



What should we say about each of these topics?



Haiku by Basho

First snow falling 

on the half-finished bridge.

A field of cotton—As if the moon 
had flowered.

— Basho translated by Robert Hass



Writing & Literature
• Japan's first great prose literature was written around A.D.

1000 by women at the emperor's palace at Heian-kyo. Lady 
Murasaki Shikibu wrote The Tale of Genji. This work 
describes the romances and adventures of a Japanese 
prince. Some people believe the work is the world's first 
novel, or long fictional story.

• The Japanese also wrote plays. The oldest type of play is 
called Noh. Created during the 1300s, Noh plays developed 
out of religious dances and were used to teach Buddhist 
ideas. Many Noh plays are still performed in Japan today.



What should we say about each of these topics?



Bellwork – Under yesterdays on INB 34 
question & correct answers

Which three statements reflect the influence of China and Korea 
upon Medieval Japan?

A. Japan began printing paper money in reflection of the Chinese style.
B. Chinese writing influenced the development of kanji in the Japanese 
writing system.
C. Confucianism was used in Japan as a basis for how government should be 
conducted.
D. Shintoism had its origins in Ancient Korean religious practices.
E. Buddhism spread to Japan through Chinese influence via the Korean 
peninsula.
F. Japan developed its own Great Wall to repel invaders.



Architecture and Art
• During the time of the shoguns, the Japanese adopted building and artistic 

ideas from China and Korea. They went on to develop their own styles. The 
architecture and art of Japan revealed the Japanese love of simplicity and 
beauty.

• Shinto shrines were built in the Japanese style, usually as a simple wooden 
building, with one room and a rice straw roof. Often they were built near a 
sacred tree or rock.

• Unlike Shinto shrines, Buddhist temples were built in the Chinese style. They 
had massive tiled roofs held up by thick, wooden pillars. Inside, the temples 
were richly decorated. They had many altars, paintings, and statues.

• Around buildings, the Japanese created gardens that copied nature on a small 
scale. Carefully placed large rocks served as symbols of mountains, while raked 
sand gave the sense of water flowing. They might contain only a few plants. The 
gardens were built this way to create a feeling of peace and calmness.



What should we say about Architecture & Art?



Shinto Shrines



What should we say about Architecture & Art?



Creative Artisans
• To create beauty inside buildings, Japan's artisans made 

wooden statues, furniture, and household items. They used a 
shiny black or red coating called lacquer on many decorative 
and functional objects. Other Japanese artists learned to do 
landscape painting from the Chinese. Using ink or watercolors, 
they painted scenes of nature or battles on paper scrolls or on 
silk. Japanese nobles at the emperor's palace learned to fold 
paper to make decorative objects. This art of folding paper is 
called origami. Buddhist monks and the samurai turned tea 
drinking into a beautiful ceremony. 



What should we say about Architecture & Art?



World History Closure – INB 34
1. Create a bubble map detailing ways China influenced Japan’s culture.
2. Use your bubble map to help you respond to the following promptusing the 

RACE strategy: How has China influenced Japan’s society and culture?

Chinese 
Influence on 

Japan



World History Closure 
– INB 34

Respond to the following 
prompt using the RACE strategy:

How has China influenced Japan’s 
society and culture?



Bellwork – INB 36



Mastery Objective:

I can explain what Bushido is and apply this code of conduct 
to scenarios in the same way a samurai would. 

What are today’s State Standards
7.11 Analyze the rise of a military society in the late 12th century and the role of the shogun and 
samurai in Japanese society.

Strategies/Activities:
• TN Ready Practice
• Bushido Reading/Samurai 

Scenarios
• Origami (time permitting) 

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class you should 
have an annotated reading on Bushido 
and a completed set of Scenarios with 
both A and B responses (what a samurai 
should do and what you would do)







Samurai Worksheet

• SCENARIO # 1: While walking to your Social 
Studies class, you notice that a fellow classmate is 
being bullied by a group of students.



Samurai Worksheet

• SCENARIO #2:  It is near the end of the year and you already know that 
you are getting an C for your final grade in the class. However, Miss Lang 
has offered you the opportunity to do an extra credit project that will 
require a lot of research and writing to earn a C or possibly an A for the 
year.



Samurai Worksheet

• SCENARIO #3: Due to a bad financial year, the company 
that you have worked for  more than seven years has 
decided to lay off people. As a result, you lose your job.



Samurai Worksheet

• SCENARIO #4: You start hanging out with a new group of 
friends despite being on the team at school with your best 
friend since kindergarten.  Your new group of friends does 
not like you to invite your best friend out on weekends.



Samurai Worksheet

• SCENARIO #5: A friend of yours decides to steal the 
money from the school office and offers to split the 
money with you if you don’t tell on him/her.  


