
Unit 1

Medieval China



Day 1



Medieval China: 400 – 1500 A.D.
• 7.01 Identify and locate the geographical features of East Asia, including: China, Gobi Desert, Himalayan 

Mountains, Japan, Korean Peninsula, Pacific Ocean, Plateau of Tibet, Sea of Japan (East Sea), Yangtze River, 
Yellow River. 

• 7.02 Describe how the reunification of China prior to the Tang Dynasty helped spread Buddhist beliefs. 

• 7.03 Summarize agricultural, commercial, and technological developments during the Song Dynasties, and 
describe the role of Confucianism during the Song. 

• 7.04 Examine the rise of the Mongol Empire, including the conquests of Genghis Khan. 

• 7.05 Describe Kublai Khan’s conquest of China, and explain how he was able to maintain control of the 
Yuan Empire. 

• 7.06 Summarize the effects of the Mongolian empires on the Silk Roads, including the importance of Marco 
Polo’s travels on the spread of Chinese technology and Eurasian trade.

• 7.07 Analyze the achievements of the Ming Dynasty and reasons for its isolationism, including building 
projects (e.g., the Forbidden City and reconstruction of the Great Wall) and Zheng He’s sea voyages.



World History Bellwork – INB 4
use only the top ½ of your page

• Write down the proverb
you see below and then 
write a sentence or two 
that explains what you 
think it means…

• Be not afraid of growing 
slowly, be afraid only of 
standing still.

Daily extra credit – copy down the word of the day and definition from the board (10%)



Mastery Objective:
I can LOCATE and IDENTIFY the major geographic features of 
China on a map.

What are today’s State Standards?
7.01 Identify and locate the geographical features of East Asia, including: China, Gobi Desert, 
Himalayan Mountains, Japan, Korean Peninsula, Pacific Ocean, Plateau of Tibet, Sea of Japan 
(East Sea), Yangtze River, Yellow River.

Strategies/Activities:
• Bellwork: Table of  Contents set up 
• Reading/Note-taking Strategy –Map 

Activity
• Closure – Geography thinking question

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class 
you should have a completed 
map and closure question 
with explanation. 



Modern Map of 
China  



Map Activity – Geography of China INB 5
Directions: 

1. Use textbook pages 176 & 177 to 
locate and label the following –

• Yangtze River (Chang Jiang)
• Yellow River (Huang He)
• Himalaya Mountains
• Plateau of Tibet 
• Gobi Desert
• The Silk Road

2. Answer the questions at the bottom 
of the page in complete sentences





Closure – At the bottom of INB 4
• Based on what you know 

about the geography of China 
(think about the mountains 
and the rivers and the Gobi 
desert) answer the following 
question: 

• Do you think China’s 
geography most likely helped 
or hindered the spread 
Chinese culture outside of 
Asia. 

Always use complete sentences and EXPLAIN 
your answer. Must have 3-4 sentences in your 
response. 



Day 2

Tang & Song Dynasties 
7.20 Describe the reunification of China under the Tang Dynasty and 

reasons for the cultural diffusion of Buddhism.
7.22 Summarize the significance of the rapid agricultural, commercial 
and technological development during the Tang and Song Dynasties.



Progress Check  – Complete ON the paper I gave you 

…



Mastery Objective:
I can explain how China reunified after the Han dynasty and describe 
the major accomplishments of the Tang and Song dynasties.

What are today’s State Standards?

7.02 Describe how the reunification of China prior to the Tang Dynasty helped spread Buddhist 
beliefs. 
7.03 Summarize agricultural, commercial, and technological developments during the Song 
Dynasties, and describe the role of Confucianism during the Song. 

Strategies/Activities:
• Frayer Model
• Reading/Note-taking Strategy –

Reading and Graphic Organizer
• Closure: Writing Task – How did the 

Tang & Song help China advance & 
grow? 

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class you should 
have a completed reading and graphic 
organizer on the Tang and Song Dynasties 
and a completed writing prompt 
responding to our guiding question.



The Tang, & Song Dynasties – INB 7
I can explain how China reunified after the Han dynasty and describe the 

major accomplishments of the Tang, and Song dynasties.

• Create the graphic 
organizer you see to 
the right

• The headings are:

– Tang Dynasty 

– Song Dynasty



Article Begins…
• Number your paragraphs
• Read silently and independently
• Highlight the information you feel is 

important enough to take notes on 
for both the Tang and Song 
dynasties. 
– When did the dynasty begin and end, 

what did they create or develop, how 
did that effect China?

• Paraphrase that on your organizer 
like we practiced with the Sui 
dynasty. 



The Tang & Song Dynasties
China is one of the world's oldest civilizations. Historians know that Chinese history dates back to at 
least 2000 B.C.-nearly 4000 years before the United States became a country! However, China has not 
always been the country we know today. In fact, throughout its history, parts of the country were under 
the control of various kingdoms and warlords, and the different parts of the country were not united, 
but rather fought against each other for land. It wasn't until 221 B.C. that an emperor united various 
kingdoms to form the first Chinese empire. This began the reign of the Qin Dynasty, which only lasted 
until 206 B.C.

A "dynasty" is a sequence of rulers from the same family. Eras in Chinese history are named by the 
dynasty that ruled over the country during that period. Since China was unified, it was ruled by more 
than a dozen dynasties, each of which helped China grow and advance to become the country we know 
today. Two of the most important dynasties were the Tang Dynasty and the Song Dynasty. Under the 
rule of these two dynasties, China saw significant technological and commercial developments which 
helped the country prosper and grow. Many of these developments made an impact outside China's 
borders as well, helping civilizations around the world.



The Tang
The Tang Dynasty started ruling in 618 A.D. Scholars generally believe the Tang Dynasty 
was one of the high points of Chinese civilization. One of the most influential 
technological innovations of the Tang Dynasty was woodblock printing. Woodblock 
printing is a technique for printing text, images or patterns. It involves cutting away at a 
block of wood until a pattern is created. The block could then be covered with ink, and 
applied to a paper or cloth to create the print. Woodblock printing made it possible for 
books to be more widely available to the general public. Literacy rates and social mobility 
increased, and more people from the lower classes were able to pass the examinations 
to gain entrance into the civil service. Woodblock printing was the most widely used 
form of printing in East Asia until the 19th century, when the European mechanical 
printing press became more popular.



The Tang Continued
The Tang Dynasty was also a high point for China for trade with the outside world. During this 
period, the Chinese conducted trade by land using the Silk Road, and maritime trade at sea. The 
Silk Road is the name of an ancient trading route that extended from Europe, through many 
countries in Asia, all the way to China. It was named the Silk Road because silk was the main item 
traded along the route from China. While the trading route was established centuries before the 
Tang Dynasty, it had been closed at some point, until the Tang Dynasty reopened it. During this 
period, the Chinese also increased their maritime presence in the Persian Gulf and the Red Sea. 
Thanks to the increased trade, the Chinese gained many new technologies, cultural practices, and 
luxury items from the 70 (or more!) countries it traded with. Buddhism and Islam also came to 
China through trade with India and the Middle East, and Buddhism became an especially 
important and influential religion during this period. At this height of trade and culture, China 
also attracted thousands of people from foreign countries who wanted to live and trade in China, 
bringing diverse culture and wealth to the country.



The Silk Road



The Song
The period after the fall of the Tang Dynasty was filled with chaos, and the country rapidly 
changed hands between several different regimes. In 960 A.D., the Song Dynasty took power. In 
the eyes of scholars, the Song Dynasty also ranks with the Tang Dynasty in terms of economic 
growth, artistic and intellectual achievement. This dynasty has even been compared to the 
European Renaissance! The time under the Song Dynasty is sometimes regarded as the start of 
the industrial revolution in China. The economy of China during this period was one of the most 
prosperous and advanced in the entire world. The iron industry grew more than six fold during 
this period, and China continued to be an important figure in world trade, bringing iron, silk, 
porcelain, textiles and much more to its trading partners. However, the most important 
advancement during this time was the establishment of the world's first government-issued paper 
money. The Song rulers created factories in several cities, employing thousands of workers just to 
print paper money. Today, paper currency can be seen in countries all around the world, including 
our own!



The Song Continued
During this period, the Chinese also made progress in weapons technology. According to scholars, the 
Chinese may have invented gunpowder during an earlier dynasty, but it was during the Song dynasty that 
it really came to prominence. The Chinese used gunpowder to create flamethrowers, grenades, cannons, 
firearms and land mines. By the thirteenth century, these developments had reached Europe, India and 
the Middle East.

There were also significant developments in mathematics, astronomy, cartography, architecture, and 
virtually every other field of study during this golden age of the Chinese empire. It was also during this 
period that the Chinese discovered a compass could be used to discern which way was north. This 
discovery became crucial in maritime navigation, and it is still important to us today.The Song Dynasty 
struggled with Mongol invaders during its reign, and ultimately fell to invading forces in 1279 A.D.

Combined, the Tang and Song Dynasties span just a little more than 600 years. Considering how long 
Chinese civilization has existed, this is just a small fraction of that time. However, during these two eras, 
Chinese civilization made enormous technological and commercial advancements. Without many of 
these advancements, the world we know today might be quite different



Closure – INB 6 
underneath your Bellwork 

• How did the Tang and 
Song Dynasties help 
China advance and grow? 
Support your answer with 
at least two examples 
(evidence) from the text. 
(3-5 sentence minimum)



Bellwork – Staple to the top half of INB 8

1. Which of the following is true about the commercial, agricultural, and technological advances of the Song 
Dynasty? 

A. The advances made in the Song Dynasty were fewer and less important that those of the Sui    Dynasty.

B. The lack of printed books and documents slowed the spread of innovation.

C. Merchants and traders refused to trade Chinese inventions with the outside world.

D. The advances led to a rise in population and commercial prosperity for the people of China.

2.  Which three technological advances originated in and spread from Medieval China to the rest of the 
world?

A. Wood-block printing

B. Gutenberg Printing Press

C. Telescope

D. Gunpowder

E. Compass

F. Paper-making



Mastery Objective:
I can explain how Buddhism came to China and how it 
was viewed by Chinese rulers and people over time.
What are today’s State Standards?
7.02 Describe how the reunification of China prior to the Tang Dynasty helped spread Buddhist beliefs. 
7.03 Summarize agricultural, commercial, and technological developments during the Song Dynasties, and 
describe the role of Confucianism during the Song.

Strategies/Activities:
• BW: Buddhist or Confucian
• Reading/Note-taking Strategy –

Graphic Organizer
• Timeline of the Spread of 

Buddhism

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class you should 
have a completed Bellwork and a 
completed reading and graphic 
organizer along with a completed 
spread of Buddhism timeline



Buddhism & Confucianism In China – INB 9

Buddhism Confucianism



Buddhism in China – INB 9
answer the following questions to create your notes 

1. When did it come to China?
2. What did it teach?
3. How did Tang rulers feel about it? 
4. What are monasteries? 
5. What do you call men and women who live in monasteries?
6. What do the monasteries do for the community?
7. Why did some Chinese oppose the religion?
8. Why did some Tang rulers fear Buddhism?
9. How did Buddhism spread to Korea? How did people there feel 

about it?
10. How did it spread to Japan? How did they feel about it?  



Why did Buddhism become popular in Tang China?

Traders and missionaries from India brought Buddhism to China during the A.D. 100s. At 
the time, the Han dynasty was in decline, and civil war soon broke out in China. Many 
people died from the fighting, hunger, and lack of shelter. Buddhism taught that people 
could escape suffering by following its teachings. As a result, many Chinese seeking peace 
and comfort became Buddhists.

How Did Tang Rulers View Buddhism?
Early Tang rulers did not practice Buddhism, but they did not interfere with its following in 
China. They approved the building of new Buddhist temples and shrines.
Many Chinese Buddhists joined religious communities called monasteries, where they 
lived, worked, and worshipped. The men in these communities were monks, and the 
women were nuns. Buddhist monks and nuns helped local people by running schools and 
providing food and shelter for travelers. Monks also served as bankers and provided 
medical care.



Buddhism During the Tang
Although numerous Chinese became Buddhists, a large part of the population 
opposed the religion. Many believed that Buddhist temples and monasteries 
had grown too wealthy because of the donations they received. Others 
believed that monks and nuns weakened respect for family life because they 
were not allowed to marry.

Tang officials feared Buddhism's growing influence. They saw Buddhism as an 
enemy of China's Confucian traditions. Confucian traditions are customs 
related to the teachings of Confucius. In A.D. 845, the Tang government 
destroyed many Buddhist monasteries and temples. Buddhism in China never 
fully recovered from these attacks.



Buddhism in Korea
Korea broke free of Chinese rule when the Han dynasty fell in A .D . 220. For several 
hundred years afterward, Korea was divided into three distinct kingdoms.

In the A .D . 300s, Chinese Buddhists brought their religion to Korea. About A .D . 660, 
the three Korean kingdoms united to form one country. Because the new Korean 
government favored Buddhism, the religion attracted a large number of followers 
throughout Korea.

Buddhism later spread from Korea to the nearby islands of Japan. In A .D .552, a 
Korean king sent missionaries to the emperor of Japan. The missionaries brought 
Buddhist writings and a statue of the Buddha. They also brought a letter from the 
king meant to influence the emperor of Japan. As time passed, many people in 
Japan became Buddhists.



Buddhist Monks & Nuns



Closure – Below your notes 

• Create a brief timeline listing the dates when 
Buddhism came to the following three countries 

• Write a short statement explaining how Buddhism 
came to each country

– China

– Korea

– Japan



Day 3



Bellwork –
Not in INB 



Mastery Objective:
I can explain what Confucianism is and describe how the philosophy 
affected China's government over time.

What are today’s State Standards?
7.02 Describe how the reunification of China prior to the Tang Dynasty helped spread Buddhist beliefs. 
7.03 Summarize agricultural, commercial, and technological developments during the Song Dynasties, and 
describe the role of Confucianism during the Song.

Strategies/Activities:
• BW: Han Yu on Buddhism
• Reading/Note-taking Strategy –

Graphic Organizer
• Comprehension Check 

Questions

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class you should 
have a completed Bellwork and a 
completed reading and graphic organizer 
along with a completed closure 
comprehension check. 



Buddhism & Confucianism In China – INB 13
I can describe how Buddhism became popular during the Tang dynasty and 

explain how Confucianism shaped Chinese government.

Buddhism Confucianism
• came to china @ 100 a.d. from India
•Taught that people could escape suffering and many 
Chinese found this to be a good idea
•Tang rulers tolerated it at first
•Monasteries formed to help the communities
•At monasteries men were monks/women were nuns –
lived a religious life
•Provided food, education, banking, medical care, shelter
•Rulers became afraid of them b/c becoming to rich and 
believed they threatened family life & Confucian ideals and 
destroyed many monasteries
•Buddhism then Spreads to Korea through Chinese 
Buddhists
•Govt there supports Buddhism – people convert
•Missionaries spread it to Japan – people also convert



Confucianism in China
answer the following questions to create your notes 

1. What does Confucius think a good government needs?

2. How did the Chinese government go about GETTING people who were like this?

3. What happened to Confucianism and Buddhism after the fall of the Han Dynasty?

4. How were the Tang and the Song dynasty different for Confucianism than the Han?

5. What is Neo-Confucianism?

6. Why was it created? 

7. Did it contain ideas from other philosophies?

8. What did Tang & Song rulers think about Neo-Confucianism? Why?

9. What did the civil service exam test people on? Who mostly took the tests?

10. Were the tests easy? How many people usually passed? 

11. What would you do if you didn’t pass?



Revival of Confucian Ideas
• Confucius believed that a good government depended on 

having wise leaders. The civil service examinations begun by 
Han rulers were based on Confucian principles. The exams 
helped provide China's government with well-educated, 
talented officials.

• After the fall of the Han dynasty, China had no central 
government to give civil service examinations. Confucianism 
went into decline, and Buddhism won many followers with 
its message of escape from suffering. Tang and Song rulers 
worked to return Confucianism to the respected position it 
had held previously in Chinese society.



Neo-Confucianism
• The Tang and Song dynasties backed a new understanding of Confucianism called neo-Confucianism. One 

reason this new Confucianism was created was to stop the growing influence of Buddhism. Neo-
Confucianism taught that people should be concerned about this world as well as the afterlife. Followers 
were expected to be active in society and to help others. A Confucian thinker named Han Yü (HAHN YOO) 
lived from A.D. 768 to A.D. 824. He encouraged the Chinese to remain faithful to the Confucian teachings 
of their ancestors:

• "What were the teachings of our ancient kings? Universal love is called humanity. To practice this in the 
proper manner is called righteousness. To proceed according to these is called the Way. . . . They 
[ancestors] offered sacrifices to Heaven and the gods came to receive them. . . . What Way is this? I say: 
This is what I call the Way, and not what the Taoists [Daoists] and the Buddhists called the Way."

• —from An Inquiry on The Way, by Han Yü

• This new form of Confucianism also included some Buddhist and Daoist beliefs. Chinese culture was 
developing and changing at this time. For many Chinese, Confucianism became more than a set of rules 
for good behavior. It became a religious tradition with beliefs about the spiritual world. Confucian thinkers 
taught that people would find peace of mind if they followed the teachings of Confucius.



The Civil Service
• Tang and Song rulers saw neo-Confucianism and civil service examinations as a way to strengthen the 

government. They believed that a government run by educated people was less likely to become corrupt 
or weak.

• The examinations tested candidates on their knowledge of Confucian writings. Only men were allowed to 
take the tests, and the examination system favored the rich. Few poor families could pay tutors to help 
their sons qualify for the tests.

• Preparing for the tests was very difficult. At the age of four, boys began learning to write the characters 
of the Chinese language. Later, students had to memorize all the writings of Confucius. They had to recite 
the writings aloud. After years of preparing, the boys took the exams. Despite all the hard work, only one 
in five boys passed the tests. Those who did not pass usually found jobs teaching or helping government 
workers, but they were never given a government job.

• Over the years, the examination system created a new class of leaders in China. This group was made up 
of scholar-officials. Strict rules set the scholar-officials apart from the rest of society. One rule was that 
the scholar-officials could not perform any job that required physical work. These scholar-officials 
influenced Chinese thought and government well into modern times.



Closure – Writing Prompt INB 8
underneath your bellwork

• Based on what you have 
learned about Buddhism 
and Confucianism over 
the last two days which 
philosophy was better for 
China’s society and 
government? 

• 3-5 sentences using the 
RACES strategy 



Day 4 – The Mongols

7.24 Describe and locate the Mongol 
conquest of China including Genghis 

Khan & Kublai Khan.



World History Bellwork – INB 10
get out the work you did yesterday

• Complete the mini – bio on Genghis Khan 
using textbook page 196 to help you…



Mastery Objective:
I can identify the Mongols (both who they were and where 
they were from) and explain how they built an empire.

What are today’s State Standards?
7.04 Examine the rise of the Mongol Empire, including the 
conquests of Genghis Khan. 

Strategies/Activities:
• BW: Mini Bio – Genghis Khan
• Reading/Note-taking Strategy –

Sequencing Practice 
• Closure: Quick Check Questions

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class you 
should have a completed timeline 
tracing the expansion of the 
Mongol Empire and a completed 
set of quick check questions.



The Mongol Expansion – INB 11
I can identify the Mongols (both who they were and where they were from) and 

explain how they expanded their control of Central Asia and built an empire.

Set up INB page 11 with title and objective

We will use our textbook to locate 12 key events in the 
Mongol Expansion and record those events in 
chronological order as our notes for the day…

Use pages 193-196 to help you put your events in 
chronological order.



Classwork – The Mongols!
Sequencing Practice – Create a timeline of the 

expansion of the Mongol Empire..

1. Lay out the event strips and use the text and to 
place the events in chronological order. 

2. Number these events sequentially and paraphrase 
the event details in your notes.

3. Separate each event with a row of arrows like you 
see below…



Introduction – Textbook Page 193
• By the A.D. 1200s, Chinese civilization had made many achievements in government, technology, and 

the arts. However, enemies to the north were preparing to invade China. These people were the 
Mongols, the dominant nomadic group in central Asia. They became the first non- Chinese people to 
rule all of China.

• The Mongols came from an area north of China called Mongolia. The Mongols lived in movable 
tents called yurts and raised horses, sheep, and yaks, or long-haired oxen. Mongols were made up of 
clans, or groups of related families, that were loosely joined together. They followed their herds as 
the animals grazed the large steppes of Mongolia. The steppes are wide, grassy plains that stretch 
from the Black Sea to northern China.

• Early in their history, the Mongols developed skills that were necessary for nomadic living. The 
Mongols were excellent horseback riders. Their children learned to ride a horse at ages four or five 
and then they spent much of their lives on horseback. The Mongols also developed their fighting 
skills. Riding on their horses toward an enemy, the Mongols could accurately shoot arrows from far 
distances. As they got closer to their enemy, the Mongols attacked them with swords and spears.



Genghis Khan
• In A.D. 1206, a meeting of Mongol leaders took place in the Gobi. This is a vast desert that covers parts of Mongolia 

and China. At that meeting, a warrior named Temujin was elected Genghis Khan, which means "strong ruler."

• Genghis Khan set out to unify the Mongol clans. He organized Mongol laws to create a new legal code. He also 
formed a group of clan chiefs to help him plan military campaigns. From the time of his election until the end of his 
life, Genghis Khan fought to conquer lands beyond Mongolia.

• Genghis Khan created an army of more than 100,000 trained warriors. The soldiers were placed in groups called 
units. The units were then placed under the command of skilled officers.

• The army officers were chosen for their abilities rather than their social position. These changes made the Mongols 
the most skilled fighting force in the world at that time.

• Under Genghis Khan, Mongol forces first conquered other people of the steppes. These victories brought tribute 
money to the Mongol treasury. The victories also attracted new recruits to the army. Soon the Mongols were 
powerful enough to attack major civilizations. In A.D. 1211, thousands of Mongol horsemen invaded China. Within 
three years, they had taken control of all of northern China. They then turned west and invaded the kingdoms that 
controlled parts of the Silk Road.

• Genghis Khan and his Mongol warriors became known for their cruel fighting and use of terror. Terror refers to 
violent acts that are meant to cause fear. Mongol soldiers attacked, looted, and burned cities. Within a short time, 
many people began surrendering to the Mongols without even fighting them.



Empire Builders
• After Genghis Khan died in A.D. 1227, his vast territory was split into several areas. Each area was ruled by one of his sons. The 

great Mongol fighting force was divided up.

• Despite these divisions of troops, Mongol conquests continued. The ferocious warriors swept into parts of eastern and central
Europe. They also conquered Persia located in Southwest Asia.

• In A.D. 1258, the Mongols captured the Muslim city of Baghdad. The Mongols then moved into Syria and Palestine to Egypt. 
The Muslim leaders of Egypt stopped the Mongol's advance in A.D. 1260.

• All of these different areas formed a vast Mongol empire. Mongol rule stretched from the Pacific Ocean in the east to eastern
Europe in the west and from Siberia in the north to the Himalaya in the south. The Mongols created the largest land empire in
history.

• The Mongols caused a great deal of damage to the lands they conquered, but they also brought stability. This stability 
encouraged trade and closer contact between Asia and Europe. Many of the great trade routes between Asia and Europe 
crossed Mongol lands. The Mongols grew wealthy because they taxed the products that were traded along these roads.

• The Mongols admired the cultures they conquered, and sometimes they adopted their beliefs and customs. For example, the 
Mongols in Southwest Asia accepted Islam and adopted Arab, Persian, and Turkish ways.

• The Mongols also learned from the Chinese. As they fought Chinese troops, the Mongols learned about gunpowder and its 
use as an explosive. They saw the Chinese use the fire lance, a weapon that the Chinese later developed into the gun and 
cannon. Adopting gunpowder and the fire lance from the Chinese, the Mongols became even more frightening to their 
opponents.



The Mongol Empire



World History Closure – INB 10
questions and correct answer below your bellwork

• Word Bank: strong warrior, money and soldiers, 
clans, Russia, steppes, yurts, strong ruler, horses 
and yaks, terror, Egypt, loyalty

1. The Mongol groups were made up of ____________.

2. Genghis Khan means ______________.

3. Before attacking China Genghis Khan needed ________________.

4. Some people surrendered to the Mongols out of __________.

5. Where was the Mongols westward advances stopped? _____________



Day 5 The Yuan Dynasty 

7.24 Describe and locate the Mongol 
conquest of China including Genghis 

Khan & Kublai Khan.



Bellwork
INB 12



Mastery Objective:
I can explain how the Mongols ruled the Chinese during the 
Yuan Dynasty.

What are today’s State Standards?
7.05 Describe Kublai Khan’s conquest of China, and explain how he was 
able to maintain control of the Yuan Empire.

Strategies/Activities:
• BW: TN Ready Practice
• Reading/Note-taking Strategy – Text to notes 

reading on Mongol Conquest of China
• Closure: Source analysis and Short Answer 

Question (Do you think the Yuan Rulers were 
good rulers to the Chinese they had conquered?)

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class you should 
have a completed text to notes reading 
on Mongol Rule of China and a 
completed and short answer question on 
what you think of the Yuan Emperors as 
rulers. 



The Mongol Rule of China 
– INB Page 13 

• Staple in your reading to INB page 13 :
– Highlight what you think is “note-worthy” from 

the reading 

– Take bullet point notes about what you felt was 
note-worthy in your own words on the right

this page will be stapled in…be sure I 
can read the back!!!



Let’s try one together…











World History Closure – INB 12
underneath your bellwork

• Do you think the Mongol 
rulers of the Yuan Dynasty 
were good or bad rulers to the 
Chinese people they had 
conquered?



The Mongols - Day 6
7.04 Examine the rise of the Mongol 
Empire, including the conquests of 

Genghis Khan. 
7.05 Describe Kublai Khan’s conquest of 
China, and explain how he was able to 
maintain control of the Yuan Empire.



Bellwork – choose the correct answer AND make 

changes to MAKE the other choices correct

Which sentence best describes the establishment of the 
Yuan Dynasty in China?

A. A Chinese warlord was able to repel the Mongol army and 
establish the Yuan Dynasty.
B. The last ruler of the Song dynasty died without an heir and 
a new family was chosen by lots.
C. The Mongols waged war in China for over 60 years, 
gradually acquiring territory.
D. Kublai Khan was able to negotiate a treaty to take over 
Chinese territory without using military force.

If you read the directions you will KNOW you have to write the question  



Mastery Objective:
I can explain how the Mongols were ABLE to build such a 
large empire.

What are today’s State Standards?
7.04 Examine the rise of the Mongol Empire, including the 
conquests of Genghis Khan. 

Strategies/Activities:
• BW: TN Ready Practice
• Reading/Note-taking Strategy –

Document Based Question
• Closure: Writing Task – Just HOW were 

the Mongols able to build such a large 
empire?

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class you 
should have a completed 
document analysis and a 
completed RACE writing task that 
answers the mastery objective.



Closure



Document 1



Document 2



Document 3



World History Closure – INB 
14
underneath your bellwork

• HOW were the Mongols ABLE 
to build such a large empire? 
What special skills or 
characteristics did they have 
that allowed them to be able 
to accomplish that AMAZING 
feat?



Mongol 
Empire



Bellwork – INB 16

The map is also on page 203 of your 
textbook.

During the Ming dynasty, emperor 
Yong Le moved the capital to Beijing

Study the map and answer the 
following in complete sentences. 

1. Along what river is the city of 
Nanjing?
2. What feature forms the northern 
border of Ming China?
3. Why might Yong Le have moved the 
capital to Beijing?



Mastery Objective:
I can describe how the Ming rulers brought peace and 
prosperity to China.

What are today’s State Standards?
7.07 Analyze the achievements of the Ming Dynasty and reasons for its isolationism, including 
building projects (e.g., the Forbidden City and reconstruction of the Great Wall) and Zheng He’s 
sea voyages.

Strategies/Activities:
• BW: Ming Dynasty Map 
• Reading/Note-taking Strategy –

Guided Reading: Ming Dynsaty
• Closure: 3-2-1 Summary

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class you should 
have a completed guided reading on the 
Ming Dynasty and a completed 3-2-1 
Summary or analysis of Hong Wu’s Edict 
Against Evil.



The Ming Dynasty
Strategy: Guided Reading… INB 17  

• A Guided Reading is one that asks you questions 
along the way to ensure that you understand the 
material:
1. Read the question that appears in the box below each 

section of text. 
2. Then READ the text itself.
3. Answer the each question after you read and highlight 

the parts of the text that helped you answer the 
question (evidence!)



Ming Rulers Bring Peace and Prosperity to China

• After Kublai Khan died in A.D. 1294, a series of 
weak emperors came to the throne. Mongol power 
in China began to decline, and problems increased 
for the Yuan dynasty. The government spent too 
many resources on foreign conquests. At the same 
time, many officials stole from the treasury and 
grew wealthy. Yuan rulers lost the respect of the 
people. As a result, many Chinese resented Mongol 
controls.



Comprehension Question

• What was the key change that occurred after 
the death of Kublai Khan that brought about 
the end of the Yuan Dynasty?

• The key change that occurred after the death 
of Kublai Khan that caused the end of the Yuan 
Dynasty was….



Ming Rulers Bring Peace and Prosperity to China

• After Kublai Khan died in A.D. 1294, a series of 
weak emperors came to the throne. Mongol power 
in China began to decline, and problems increased 
for the Yuan dynasty. The government spent too 
many resources on foreign conquests. At the same 
time, many officials stole from the treasury and 
grew wealthy. Yuan rulers lost the respect of the 
people. As a result, many Chinese resented Mongol 
controls.



Questions

• How was Zhu Yuanzhang able to 
bring peace and order to China?

• Zhu Yuanzhang was able to bring 
peace and order to China BY….



Rise of the Ming
• Unrest swept through China and finally ended Mongol rule. In A.D. 1368, a military officer named Zhu 

Yuanzhang became emperor. Zhu reunited the country and then set up his capital at Nanjing in 
southern China. There, he founded the Ming, or "Brilliant," dynasty. The Ming dynasty would rule 
China for the next 300 years.

• As emperor, Zhu took the name Hong Wu, or the "Military Emperor." He brought peace and order, but 
he was also a harsh leader. Hong Wu trusted few people and punished officials that he suspected of 
treason, or disloyalty to the government. After Hong Wu died in A.D. 1398, his son became emperor 
and took the name of Yong Le.

• Yong Le was determined to be a powerful ruler. In A.D. 1421, he moved the capital north to Beijing. 
There, he built the Imperial City, a large area of palaces and government buildings. The center of this 
area, known as the Forbidden City, was where the emperor and his family lived. Only top government 
officials were allowed to enter the Forbidden City.

• The Forbidden City had beautiful gardens and palaces with thousands of rooms. China's emperor and 
court lived there in luxury for more than 500 years. The buildings of the Forbidden City still stand. You 
can visit them if you travel to China today.



Questions

• How was Zhu Yuanzhang able to 
bring peace and order to China?

• Zhu Yuanzhang was able to bring 
peace and order to China BY….



Rise of the Ming
• Unrest swept through China and finally ended Mongol rule. In A.D. 1368, a military officer named Zhu 

Yuanzhang became emperor. Zhu reunited the country and then set up his capital at Nanjing in 
southern China. There, he founded the Ming, or "Brilliant," dynasty. The Ming dynasty would rule 
China for the next 300 years.

• As emperor, Zhu took the name Hong Wu, or the "Military Emperor." He brought peace and order, but 
he was also a harsh leader. Hong Wu trusted few people and punished officials that he suspected of 
treason, or disloyalty to the government. After Hong Wu died in A.D. 1398, his son became emperor 
and took the name of Yong Le.

• Yong Le was determined to be a powerful ruler. In A.D. 1421, he moved the capital north to Beijing. 
There, he built the Imperial City, a large area of palaces and government buildings. The center of this 
area, known as the Forbidden City, was where the emperor and his family lived. Only top government 
officials were allowed to enter the Forbidden City.

• The Forbidden City had beautiful gardens and palaces with thousands of rooms. China's emperor and 
court lived there in luxury for more than 500 years. The buildings of the Forbidden City still stand. You 
can visit them if you travel to China today.



Questions

• What were the many 
contributions/accomplishments of the 
Ming Dynasty? (hint: there are 7 listed in 
the text – you need at least 5)

• Five major contributions of the Ming 
Dynasty are…



How did the Ming CHANGE China?
• Ming emperors needed government officials to carry out their decisions. To make sure that officials 

took their jobs seriously, the emperors brought back the civil service examinations. As during the 
Tang and Song dynasties, the tests were extremely difficult and required years of preparation.

• One responsibility of officials was to carry out a census, or a count of the number of people in 
China. The census helped officials identify the people who owed taxes.

• The strong government of the early Ming emperors provided peace and security. As a result, the 
Chinese economy began to grow. Hong Wu rebuilt many canals and farms. He also ordered that new 
roads be paved and new forests planted. Agriculture thrived as farmers worked on the new lands 
and grew more crops.

• Ming rulers also repaired and expanded the Grand Canal. This allowed merchants to ship rice and 
other products between southern and northern China. Chinese traders introduced new types of rice 
from Southeast Asia that grew faster. More food was available to the growing number of people 
living in cities.

• The Ming also supported the silk industry. They encouraged farmers to start growing cotton and 
weaving cloth. For the first time, cotton became the cloth worn by most Chinese.



Questions

• What were the many 
contributions/accomplishments of the 
Ming Dynasty? (hint: there are 7 listed in 
the text – you need at least 5)

• Five major contributions of the Ming 
Dynasty are…



How did the Ming CHANGE China?
• Ming emperors needed government officials to carry out their decisions. To make sure that officials 

took their jobs seriously, the emperors brought back the civil service examinations. As during the 
Tang and Song dynasties, the tests were extremely difficult and required years of preparation.

• One responsibility of officials was to carry out a census, or a count of the number of people in 
China. The census helped officials identify the people who owed taxes.

• The strong government of the early Ming emperors provided peace and security. As a result, the 
Chinese economy began to grow. Hong Wu rebuilt many canals and farms. He also ordered that new 
roads be paved and new forests planted. Agriculture thrived as farmers worked on the new lands 
and grew more crops.

• Ming rulers also repaired and expanded the Grand Canal. This allowed merchants to ship rice and 
other products between southern and northern China. Chinese traders introduced new types of rice 
from Southeast Asia that grew faster. More food was available to the growing number of people 
living in cities.

• The Ming also supported the silk industry. They encouraged farmers to start growing cotton and 
weaving cloth. For the first time, cotton became the cloth worn by most Chinese.



Questions
• What effect did the Ming have on art & literature? 

– The Ming Dynasty had a ___________ effect on art & 
literature. For example ….

• What new literary form appeared during the Ming 
Dynasty?
– A new literary form that appeared during the Ming Dynasty 

was….

• What OLD art form was revived (brought back)? 
– An old art form that the Ming Dynasty revived was the….



Arts & Literature
• The arts flourished during the Ming dynasty. Newly wealthy 

merchants and artisans wanted entertainment and could afford to 
pay for printed books and trips to the theater. During the Ming 
period, Chinese writers produced novels, or long fictional stories. 
One of the most popular was The Romance of the Three Kingdoms. 
It described military rivalries at the end of the Han period. Many 
novels of the time were written in vernacular, or everyday 
language. Writers avoided formal language to tell their tales. 
Instead they tried to make their stories sound as if they had been 
told aloud by storytellers. Traditional Chinese dramas had been 
banned during the years of Mongol rule, but under the Ming they 
were restored to the stage. Actors in costumes performed stories 
of the day using words, music, dance, and symbolic gestures.



Questions
• What effect did the Ming have on art & literature? 

– The Ming Dynasty had a ___________ effect on art & 
literature. For example ….

• What new literary form appeared during the Ming 
Dynasty?
– A new literary form that appeared during the Ming Dynasty 

was….

• What OLD art form was revived (brought back)? 
– An old art form that the Ming Dynasty revived was the….



Arts & Literature
• The arts flourished during the Ming dynasty. Newly wealthy 

merchants and artisans wanted entertainment and could afford to 
pay for printed books and trips to the theater. During the Ming 
period, Chinese writers produced novels, or long fictional stories. 
One of the most popular was The Romance of the Three Kingdoms. 
It described military rivalries at the end of the Han period. Many 
novels of the time were written in vernacular, or everyday 
language. Writers avoided formal language to tell their tales. 
Instead they tried to make their stories sound as if they had been 
told aloud by storytellers. Traditional Chinese dramas had been 
banned during the years of Mongol rule, but under the Ming they 
were restored to the stage. Actors in costumes performed stories 
of the day using words, music, dance, and symbolic gestures.



World History Closure: INB 16
underneath your bellwork

• Create the pyramid 
you see on the right –
USE THE WHOLE 
BOTTOM HALF OF 
YOUR PAGE

• Follow the directions 
making sure that the 
question you create 
uses your bottom two 
levels 



Example of a 3-2-1 Summary 

Kublai Khan was 
The first emperor of 
the Yuan dynasty –
grandson of Genghis 

Yuan means new 
beginning 

Most top jobs in the 
government went to 
Mongols and other 
non Chinese

Most Mongols were 
Buddhist but tolerated 
other religions and 
respected Confucianism

The Mongols had 
their own customs, 
laws, and language 
and did not mix with 
the Chinese 

How did the Yuan Dynasty CHANGE 
China and do you think the change 
was positive or negative?



Bellwork – INB 18 
questions and CORRECT answers please

1. The first Ming ruler, Hong Wu, restored law and order 
but was a(n)____ leader.

A. powerful

B. inexperienced

C. wasteful

D. harsh

2. Which of the following was built during the early Ming 
dynasty and still stands today?

A. the Grand Canal

B. the Forbidden City

C. the port of Macao

D. the Great Wall

3. A census helped Ming officials determine 
who ____.

A. owed taxes

B. worked for the government

C. paid tributes to the emperor

D. received new farm land

4. During the Ming dynasty, most Chinese wore 
cotton clothes for the first time.

A. TRUE

B. FALSE



Mastery Objective:
I can describe how Chinese contact with the outside world changed 
during the Ming dynasty and explain why the Ming Dynasty ultimately 
fell. 
What are today’s State Standards?
7.07 Analyze the achievements of the Ming Dynasty and reasons for its isolationism, 
including building projects (e.g., the Forbidden City and reconstruction of the Great 
Wall) and Zheng He’s sea voyages.

Strategies/Activities:
• BW: Quick Check Questions
• Reading/Note-taking Strategy – Create 

your own Cornell Notes
• Letter to the Emperor – What Should 

he do to save his empire?

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class you should 
have a completed set of personalized 
Cornell Notes AND a 6-8 sentence letter 
of advice to the Ming Emperor explaining 
HOW he should act to save his empire. 



What do these images tell us about China’s 
relationship with the outside world?



Chinese Exploration – INB 19
I can explain how Chinese contact with the outside world 

changed during the Ming dynasty.

1. Set up INB page 19 for Cornell Notes making 
sure you include TITLE and OBJECTIVE

2. Turn to textbook page 204 – 207 and create key 
words/topics for the subheadings you see in 
that section beginning with “Chinese 
Exploration” and record these in the left hand 
column

3. Begin reading If you are ready to start before 
the rest of the class 



Chinese Exploration – INB 19
I can explain how Chinese contact with the outside world 

CHANGED during the Ming dynasty.
Chinese Exploration

Zheng He

Europeans come to 
China

Ming Dynasty Falls



Example of Good Work

• Title and objective

• Cornell Note Format

• Notes neat and in complete 
thoughts

• Notes separated by bullet points or 
dashes to separate thoughts



Chinese Exploration 
use the questions below to guide your notes

• Why did the Chinese want to 
explore?

• What did they build to explore?

• How many voyages did they take?

• Who led the voyages?



Chinese Exploration
• Early Ming emperors wanted to know more about the world outside of China 

and to expand Chinese influence abroad. Ming emperors built a large fleet of 
ships to sail to other countries. The ships, known as junks, usually traveled along 
the coast of China. They could also sail on the open sea. Between A.D. 1405 and 
A.D. 1433, Ming emperors sent the Chinese fleet on seven overseas voyages. 
They wanted to trade with other kingdoms and demonstrate Chinese power. 
They also wanted to demand that weaker kingdoms pay tribute to China.

• The leader of these journeys was a Chinese Muslim and court official named 
Zheng He (JUNG HUH). The voyages of Zheng He were quite impressive. On the 
first voyage, nearly 28,000 men sailed on 62 large ships and 250 smaller ships. 
The largest ship was over 440 feet (134 m) long. That was more than five times 
as long as the Santa María that Christopher Columbus sailed almost 90 years 
later.



Zheng He
use the questions below to guide your notes

• Where did he go?

• What did he DO wherever he went?

• What did the Chinese officials think about his 
trips?

• What did the emperor decide to DO about his 
voyages? 



The Voyages of Zheng He
• Zheng He took his first fleet to Southeast Asia. In later voyages, he reached the western coast of India and the city-

states of East Africa. Zheng He wrote about his travels:

• "We have traversed [traveled] more than 100,000 li [30,000 mi. or 50,000 km] of immense water spaces and have 
beheld in the ocean huge waves like mountains rising sky-high, . . . and we have set eyes on barbarian [foreign] regions 
far away, hidden in a blue transparency of light vapours, [fog] while our sails, loftily unfurled like clouds, day and night 
continued their course, rapid like that of a star, traversing [crossing] those savage waves."

• —from tablet erected in Fujian, China, by Zheng He

• At the different ports he visited, Zheng He traded Chinese goods, such as silk, paper, and porcelain. He returned with 
items unknown in China. For example, Zheng He brought giraffes and other animals from Africa, which fascinated 
Emperor Yong Le. Yong Le placed them in his imperial zoo in Beijing. Zheng He also brought back visitors from the 
outside world, including representatives from South and Southeast Asia. The voyages of Zheng He encouraged Chinese 
merchants to settle in Southeast Asia and India. In these places, they traded goods and spread Chinese culture.

• Despite these benefits, Chinese officials complained that the ongoing trips cost too much. They also said that these 
voyages would introduce unwanted foreign ideas. Some officials also believed that being a merchant was an unworthy 
and selfish occupation. A Confucian teaching said that people should place loyalty to society ahead of their own desires.

• After Zheng He died in A.D. 1433, Confucian officials convinced the emperor to end the voyages. The fleet's ships were 
taken apart, and the construction of seagoing vessels was stopped. As a result, China's trade with other countries 
sharply declined. Within 50 years, the Chinese shipbuilding technology became outdated.



European Contact
use the questions below to guide your notes

• What European country wants to trade with 
China?

• What else did they want to do?

• What did the Chinese think about Europeans?

• Did the Chinese eventually trade with the 
outsiders?



The Arrival of Europeans
• Ming China was not able to cut off all contacts with the rest of the world. In A.D.1514, ships from 

the European country of Portugal arrived off the coast of southern China. It was the first direct 
contact between China and Europe since the journeys of Marco Polo.

• The Portuguese wanted to trade with China and convert the Chinese to Christianity. At the time, 
the Ming government paid little attention to the arrival of the Portuguese. China was a powerful 
civilization and did not feel threatened by outsiders. To the Chinese, the Europeans were 
barbarians, or uncivilized people.

• At first, local officials refused to trade with the Portuguese. The Chinese hoped the foreigners 
would give up and go home. By A.D. 1600, however, the Portuguese had built a trading post at the 
port of Macao in southern China. Portuguese ships carried goods between China and Japan. Trade 
between Europe and China, however, remained limited.

• Despite limited contact, European ideas did reach China. Christian missionaries made the voyage 
to China on European merchant ships. Many of these missionaries were Jesuits, a group of Roman 
Catholic priests. The Jesuits were highly educated and hoped to establish Christian schools in 
China. Their knowledge of science impressed Chinese officials. However, the Jesuits did not 
convince many Chinese to accept Christianity.



Fall of the Ming
use the questions below to guide your notes

• What was wrong with the Ming?

• What other problems did they have?

• What OUTSIDE problems did they 
have?

• When did they fall?



The Fall of the Ming
• After a long period of growth, the Ming dynasty began to weaken. 

Dishonest officials took over the country. They placed heavy taxes 
on farmers. The farmers objected to the taxes and began to revolt.

• As law and order collapsed, a people—the Manchus—from the 
north prepared to invade a weakened China. Like the Chinese, the 
Manchus had been conquered by the Mongols. They had retreated 
to an area northeast of China's Great Wall, known today as 
Manchuria. The Manchus defeated the Chinese armies and 
captured Beijing. In A.D. 1644, they set up a new dynasty called the 
Qing (CHEENG) dynasty.



Closure – Letter of Advice INB 18
under your Bellwork 

• It is a life or death moment for 
the Ming Dynasty and your task 
is to write the Ming Emperor a 
letter giving him advice on HOW 
you think he should save his 
Dynasty. Consider the following 
topics and tell the emperor what 
he should DO about each:
– Exploration/trade

– Contact with Europe 

– corruption



Closure – Letter of Advice INB 18
under your Bellwork 

Dear Ming Emperor,
I have heard the terrible news that you 
are having great trouble in your dynasty. I 
have heard that you have stopped 
exploring the outside world and don’t 
want to trade much with Europe and are 
even having trouble with corruption in 
your own government! I think you 
should…

6-8 sentences TOTAL (I gave you 2) – use your best grammar and spelling – explain 
what you think the emperor should DO about each of the subtopics



Bellwork – INB 20
question and correct answers please

Which three statements describe achievements made during 
the Ming dynasty?

A. Development of an elaborate tomb of terra cotta soldiers to 
honor the emperor.
B. The voyages of Zheng Ze expanded the influence of China.
C. Construction of the Forbidden City as the political center of China. 
D. Renovation of the Shaolin Monastery for religious rituals.
E. Reconstruction of the Great Wall to protect the northern border.
F. Architectural design and engineering of the Summer Palace. 



Mastery Objective:
I can form an argument explaining my opinion on the historical question 
of “Was Zheng He a peaceful ambassador for China or a violent 
aggressor?”
What are today’s State Standards?
7.07 Analyze the achievements of the Ming Dynasty and reasons for its isolationism, 
including building projects (e.g., the Forbidden City and reconstruction of the Great 
Wall) and Zheng He’s sea voyages.

Strategies/Activities:
• BW: TN Ready Practice Question
• Reading/Note-taking Strategy –

Secondary Source Analysis
• RACE response to the question - “Was 

Zheng He a peaceful ambassador for 
China or a violent aggressor?” 

END OF DAY PRODUCT:
By the end of today’s class you should 
have a completed evidence log and 
annotated readings along with a 
completed RACE response to the guiding 
question. 



Ambassador or Aggressor? INB 21 
Document EvidencePosition Agree/Disagree & Why 



Document A



Document A



Document A



Document B



Document B



Closure – INB 20 
underneath your Bellwork 

Respond to today’s guiding 
question –

• Was Zheng He a peaceful 
ambassador or a violent 
aggressor?


